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12 January 2007 


David J. Mengel, Chief 

Special Access/FOIA Staff 

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road 

College Park, Maryland 20740-6001 


Dear David J. Mengel: 


Last November, in response to my Freedom of Information Act request (your case 
number NW 28029), I received copies of records regarding Vera Caspary (Case file 101- 
6700 from Group 65, Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; Classification 101: 
box 124) that are in the custody of the NARA. 


After reviewing the records, I am requesting further information about two “Withdrawal 
Notices” (I have attached copies of these for your information): one a memorandum from 
FBI Director John Edgar Hoover to M.J. Lynch (dated 5-9-1945) and the second Lynch’s 
response to the Director of the FBI (dated 6-14-1945). Who has the removed items? 
Since the items are well over 35 years old, shouldn’t they be released under Executive 
Order number 12958? Any information you might give me about the current location of 
these items and to whom I should appeal for their release would be greatly appreciated, 
since these items have significant implications for my research. 


Carol A. Stabile, Associate Professor 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


April 20, 2007 
MS. CAROL A. STABILE 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION 
JOHNSTON HALL 
POST OFFICE BOX 413 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53201- 0413 


Request No.: 1061867- 000 
‘Subject: CASPARY, VERA 


Dear Ms. Stabile: 


While processing your Freedom of Information -Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) located FBI information in their records. This material was 
referred to the FBI for direct response to you. 


Enclosed are copies of the referred material. Deletions have been made pursuant to Title 5, 
United States Code, Section(s) 552/552a as noted below. See the enclosed form for an explanation of 
these exemptions. 


Section 552 Section 552a 

&(b)(1) O(b)(7)(A) O(d)(5) 
A(b)(2) O(b)(7)(B) O(j)(2) 
Q(b)(3)_ SS ()(7)(C) O(k)(1) 

O(b)(7)(D) O(k)(2) 

O(b)(7)(E) O(k)(3) 

O(b)(7)(F) O(k)(4) 
O(b)(4) O(b)(8) €(k)(5) 
O(b)(5) O(b)(9) O(k)(6) 
f@(b)(6) O(k)(7) 


_2._ pages were reviewed and 2 pages are being released. 


You may appeal any denials by writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, United 
States Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C., 20530-0001, 
within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked 
“Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your 
request so that it may easily be identified. 


Sincerely yours, 


Sila 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
Enclosure 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(G) 


(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


Q)(2) 


(kK)) 


(k)(2) 


(k)(3) 


(k)(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 
foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential, 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings. ( B ) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source. including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source. ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by. on behalf of. or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her 
identity would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual 
pursuant to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government 
service the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the 


person who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI/DOJ 


JQSELEDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR = 
“e Bins ¥ i Burean of Investigation 
rs. States Department of Justi-_ 
Washinatan, B. C. 
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London, England 
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ATTENTION: SIS EUROPEAN DESK VIA US ARMY COURIER SERVICE 


Director, FBI 


Washington, D. Ce ae 
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Dear Sir: 


Ret VERA CASPARY 
internal Security ~ R 


Reference is made to the Bureau's letter of May 8, 1945, 


furnishing information conce ng the above individual and requesting 
that it be ma available to 
and that any information he might have concerning her 


or continental Communists in the J).K. be secured. 
has now 
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“advised me as follows: 


Very truly yours, 
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Legal Attache 
The American Enbasay 
London, England 


Fron: John Edgar Hoaver =~ Director, Federal Burean of Investircation 
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. Vera Camary is a notion nicture writer who has been 
associated with rimeronus Communists in the United States, including 
individuals believed to be Soviet agents, On December 11, 19%, 

the United States Department of State issued to her Passport #606 

on her application to take a six months! trip to the United Kingrion 

to work in the notion pieture industry, writing a screen play fro bl 
the original work. : 


Nat C. Goldstone, a writer's representative of 9123 Sunset 
Averma, Hollyrood, California, advised that the novel and film righta 
to the novel, "Bedelia," had been purchased by the Rank ongart sation 
in London and that Vera Caspary had contracted to write the screen 
play from the novel at the production center. 


Vera Caspary advised the Department of State she would leave 


i for England from Halifax, Nova Scotia, January 19, 1945. Tho Caspary 
woman was born in Chicugoy: Tlldnote,: November 13,1899, and has 

previously been issued ace £336,290, on Jarmary 12, 1931, vor 

holiday travel in England and France and Passport #093,511, iesued 

December 1, 1938, for a pléammre trip to France and Enrlend. 

” : fi: i) Avy 
Any infornatiod 4etabdtirig dahoary' s contacts a s 

oy continental Cammniste in the United Kingdom or with Soviat agents 
Mp. Tolson so “WOE "DT aH ¢ ated % vod 
2 ek Boat MUNIGATIO ° et 
ure Savin MAIL ED 2 es 


ie E nde esTigarion ‘ adie rt t wg / se 
vr. Pennin n : i ae % Cae 
Mr. Quinn & z AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION p a. ee FZ 
Mr. hease ade Basa 5h is BAICE Mo Sy 
Miss Gandy ~ Ts Shans an ha 

roe ey c.f ‘ tS 

, , % 
ps 


| bie * Jogo) 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


September 15, 2006 


MS. CAROL A. STABILE 

DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION 

132 JOHNSON HALL 

POST OFFICE BOX 413 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE MILWAUKEE, WI 53211 


Request No.: 1058264- 000 
Subject: CASPARY, VERA 


Dear Requester: 


8 This acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request 
to the FB!. The FOIPA number listed above has been assigned to your request. 


Oo For an accurate search of our records, please provide the complete name, alias, date and 
place of birth for the subject of your request. Any other specific data you could provide 
such as prior addresses, or employment information would also be helpful. If your 
subject is deceased, please include date and proof of death. 


‘) To make sure information about you is not released to someone else, we require your 
notarized signature or, in place of a notarized signature, a declaration pursuant to Title 
28, United States Code 1746. For your convenience, the reverse side of this letter 
contains a form which may be used for this purpose. 


0 lf you want the FBI’s Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) to perform a search for 
your arrest record, please follow the enclosed instructions in Attorney General Order 
556-73. You must submit fingerprint impressions so a comparison can be made with the 
records kept by CJIS. This is to make sure your information is not released to an 
unauthorized person. 


a We are searching the indices to our central records system at FBI Headquarters for the 
information you requested, and will inform you of the results as soon as possible. 


oO Processing delays have been caused by the large number of requests received by the 
FOIPA. We will process your request(s) as soon as possible. 


Your request has been assigned the number indicated above. Please use this number in all 
correspondence with us. Your patience is appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, 


PrDel-, 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


MS. CAROL A. STABILE 

DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

132 JOHNSON HALL 

POST OFFICE BOX 413 

MILWAUKEE, WI 53211 


Request No.: 1058264- 000 
Subject: CASPARY, VERA 


Dear Requester: 
This is in reference to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request noted above. 


A search of the Central Records System files maintained at FB! Headquarters indicated that 
information which may pertain to your subject has been sent to the National Archives. Since this material 
was not reviewed, it is not known if it actually pertains to your subject. You may wish to correspond directly 
with the National Archives and Records Administration, 8690 Adelphi Road, College Park, Maryland 
20740-6001 using file number 101-HQ-6200 as a reference. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pill. 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


National Arch ives and Records Adm inistration 


8601 Adelphi Road 
College Park, Maryland 20740-6060] 


October 20, 2006 


Professor Carol Stabile 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

Department of Journalism and Mass Communication 
Johnston Hall 

P.O. Box 413 

Milwaukee, WI 53201-0413 


Dear Professor Stabile: 


This is in further response to your October 10, 2006 Freedom of Information Act request (our 
case number NW 28029) for access to records in the custody of the National Archives and 
Records Administration. Specifically you requested access to case file 101-6700 from Record 
Group 65, Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; Classification 101; box 124. 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation declassified 80 pages. You or your representative may view 
this material in the research room at the National Archives at College Park. If you wish to order 
copies of this material by check or money order (made payable to "National Archives Trust 
Fund"), forward your payment with the reply copy of the enclosed order form to National 
Archives Trust Fund Board, P.O. Box 100793, Atlanta, GA 30384. If you instead wish to pay 
using an American Express, MasterCard, Visa, or Discover credit card, please return the 
enclosed form (annotated with type of credit card, account number, expiration date, and your 
signature) to Trust Fund Cashier, National Archives at College Park, Suite 5100, 8601 Adelphi 
Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. The "Customer Copy" is for your records. Please do not 
send any remittance to this office. 


We will notify you as soon as we receive agency determinations on the other documents that you 
requested. 


Sincerely, 
he Katwleieys 7 Mikler, 
« DAVID J. MENGEL 
~ Chief 
Special Access/FOIA Staff 


Enclosures 


U.S. National Archives & Records Administration 
QUOSATION FOR REPRODUCTION SERVICES 


Return one copy of this quotation with your payment and retain a copy for your records 


| Quote Number: Q01-7368344 Prepared By: NWCTF, James Mathis 
iCustomer Name: Carol Stabile Date Prepared: 10/20/2006 
! Customer Phone: Unit Phone: (301) 837-3190 


Credit Card or Purchase Order 


Service at 1-86-NARA-NARA (1-866-272-6272) 
We accept VISA, MasterCard, American Express and DISCOVER 


| Send your credit card order to: National Archives Trust Fund (NAT), 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001 or Contact Customer 


; Number: ...— ae Purchase Order Number: (See Instructions) 
Expire: = MM YYYY __ 
Signature: be Sot 28 ten ah ee 
Loe Poa le f= es aes pea si s ee Sica cea nae oa 
Other Payment Method Optional Expedited Shipping 


Please make check or money order payable to: NATFB 


Thank you for your order 
final order cost. 


order amount is $10.00 US. Prepayment is required. 


National Archives Trust Fund Board NATF Form-72-Quote 


(All payments must be made in US Dollars, drawn on US Bank). Send your check or money order Shipping 
to: 
National Archives Trust Fund, PO Box 100793, Atlanta, GA 30384-0793 ont ene Linea 
[ CheckAmount [ Money Order Amount $ sao, RO nae ae 
Line Item Quantity Unit Discounted 
Number Number Description Ordered Price Unit Price Cost 
1 REP0006C Paper-paper copies/Description: mail - C 82 $0.50 $0.50 $41.00 
NW 28029. RG 65, Case File 101-6700. Box 124, Location 
631/A/128/6 
Total Amount: $41.00 


Please note: All page counts are estimates and the actual number of pages may vary. This can affect the 


IMPORTANT: The prices quoted are subject to change without separate notice to you. The minimum mail 


BILL TO: SHIP TO: 
Carol Stabile Carol Stabile 
Univ. of Wisconsin Milwaukee Univ. of Wisconsin Milwaukee 
Johnson Hall, PO Box 413 Johnson Hall, PO Box 413 
Milwaukee, WI, 53201-0413 Milwaukee, WI, 53201-0413 
USA USA 


Page 1 of 1 


-596 (Rev. 8-9-88) 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ane 


FEDERAL BUREAU 
OF 
INVESTIGATION 


HEADQUARTERS 
bh. et) 


FBIHQ INVESTIGATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE FILES 


WwW CHIVES 
ENTIRE FILE REVIEWED 


FOR HISTORICAL 
DECLASSIFICATION 


Transfer - Call 3421 
Use Care in Handling this file 


MATERIAL MUST NOT BE REMOVED FROM OR ADDED TO THIS FILE 


BEER HREERHEERHRSESR EER REE GE 


Report Form : 
FD-263 (5-12-55) - 


CONe a Dewees 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Investigative Period 


Office of Origin Date 
TITLE OF CASE Report made by 


Typed By: 
me 

HENRY P. LATINI 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


VERA CASPARY epee was 


A 
Synopsis: 


Subject reported to have previously admitted Communist off Bore 
Party membership, but reported to have denied such fi 
membership in February, 1950; “member of Writers for 
Wallace; member of Advisory Board, Frontier Films, : : L—/ 
VERA @ASPARY reportedly participated in activities of : 

_~ Actors Laboratory, Hollywood; National Council of the 

Arts, Sciences and Professions; Progressive Citizens of 

America'and League of American Writers. CASPARY also 

reportedly signed Amicus Curiae Brief in behalf of 

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON and DALTON TRUMBO; “Open Letter for 

Closer Cooperation with the Soviet Union" ‘and "Statement 

by American Progressives on the Moscow Trials", -~* 


- RUC - 
DETAILS: 


At New York, New York 


I. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
The Communist Party, USA, has been designated 


fs 
pproved \ y Special Agent Do not write in spaces below 
7 I ‘\ in Charge 

(] | A ? F 


»ptes gag 
i4>Bureau (101-6700) (RM) ace < ft a 


3-Los Angeles (100-22897) (RM) mm 


1-New York (100-69873) g ip 12 1956 | WARE, So 
: ba 
COPIES DESTROYED aay ave Z i 
125 MAR 26 Of : - Coss 
84 Oe a 
a ag ee 
- 


you by the FBZ,fand neither it nor its contents are :-n be distributed outside 


CON FV DENTIAL 


BI = THis Peport“is lsahéd te 
he agency to which loaned. 


NY 100~69873 


by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


A. Communist Party Membership 


On February 16, 1950, Tel, a writer and a person to whom the 
subject was known, and with whom insufficient contact has been had to 
determine reliability, advised that VERA CASPARY had previously admitted 
to the informant that she was a Commnist. According to the informant, 
CASPARY, in February, 1950, denied this. 


. On April 3, 1951, T+l advised that he had learned from one 
AKUINER, 227 East 57th Street, New York City, that VERA CASPARY 


1 JA 


According to T-l, NANETTE KUTNER formerly lived with VERA 
CASPARY and knew CASPARY well. The informant identified VERA CASPARY 
as being married to a man named GOLDSMITH and as having written "Letter 
to Three Wives", 


RB, Communist Party Front Organizations 


Information regarding VERA CASPARY is contained in the 
publication entitled "Confidential Notebook (File 13)" written by 
VINCENT W. HARTNETT, identified in this publication as the co-author 
of "Red Channels", This publication reflects copyright dated 1951 by 
VINCENT W. HARTNETT. — 


This "Confidential Notebook" identifies itself as a "compilation 


of information regarding individuals in the entertainment industry, 
including (but not limited to) reported affiliations or associations with 
groups and causes officially cited as Communist or Commnist fronts, 


"It is neither stated nor implied that all of the individuals 
Herein are Commnists, pr s, fellow travelers or anything of 
the SOrtccccccce” 


-2 6 
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Page 49 of this publication reflects information regarding ">= 


VERA CASPARY, identified as: writer; detective novels, screen ("Laura", 
"Tetter to Three Wives", etc.), tekevision (dramatization of her "Murder 
at the Stork Club") and wife of I. G”SOLDSMITH, motion picture producer. 
Page 49 of this publication reflected the following regarding VERA CASPARYs 


League of American Writers Signer of Call to 
1941 League of American 
Writers Congress, 
(Source) App. 9, page 
974 (House Committee on 
Un-American Activities) 


Supporter of Anti-War 
Movement, “Daily Worker", 
6/22/40 


A booklet entitled="Red Channels", published in June, 1950, 
by "Counterattack", identified as "The Newsletter of Facts to Combat 
Communism, 55 West 42nd Street, New York, New York," contains information 
regarding VERA CASPARY, "Red Channels” is self-identified as "The Report 
of Communist Influence in Radio and Television" and bears 1950 copyright © 
by the American Business Consultants, Inc., publishers of "Counterattack", 
Page 9 of "Red Channels" states that "The information set forth in the 
following report is taken from records available to the publice The purpose 
of this compilation is threefold. One, to show how the Communists have 
been able to carry out their plan of infiltration of the radio and 
television industry. Two, to indicate the extent to which many prominent 
actors and artists have been inveigled to lend their names....to organiza- 
tions espousing Communi st CauseSoeseregardiess of whether they actually 
believe in, sympathize with or even recognize the cause advanced. Three, 
to discourage actors and artists from naively lending their names to 
Communist organisations or causes in the future", 


PERE EES RERERERE REE EERE EEE 


NY 100-49873 


This publication identified VERA CASPARY as a writer and 


league of American 
Writers 


novelist and reflects the following, in part, on page 333 


Signer, Call to 

1941 Congress, 

House Un~ American 
Activities Committee, 
Appe 9, page 974 


Supporter of Anti- 
War Movement. 
"Daily Worker" 
6/22/40 : 


The League of American Writers has been designated by the 


Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Ccast Communist newspaper. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


II. 


The "Confidential Notebook," referred to above, contained 


“amicus Curiae Brief 
in behalf of Lawson 
and Trumbo 


"Actors Laboratory, - 
Hollywood 


"Frontier Films V 


the following information listed under the name VERA CASPARY: 


Signer, Petition to 
US Supreme Court to 
review conviction 
of JOHN HOWARD 
LAWSON’ and DALTON ~ 


TRUMBO. Alert 
9/12/49, Page 353 


Audience Sponsor. 
Un-American Activities 


In California, 1925, 
page 97 

Member, Advisory Board. 
Daily Worker, 4/6/37, 
page 95 +9, page 


> 
732 (House Un rican 
Activities Comittee) 


HBRERERPEREEREREEREEREEERSEEESEEEE ES 


NY 100-69873 
"National Council of the” Signer for WALLACE, 
Arts, Sciences and Daily Worker 
Professions TOyTS7EE 
Signer, ad, 'We are 


for Wallace," 
New York Times, 


"Open Letter for Signer. Soviet Russia 
Closer Cooperation Today, September, 
With the Soviet page by, 25, 28; App. 
Union page 1383 


(House Committee on Un- 
American Activities) 


"Progressive Citizens” Sponsor, ‘Conference on 

of Amrica Cultural Freedom and 
Civil Liberties’, Hotel 
Commodore, NYC, 
10/25=26/47« Official 


Call 
"Statement by American” Signer, New Masses 
Progressives on the 5/3/38, page 173 & 
Moscow Trials page 1617 rouse Zhe 


on lee pale pois Activities) 


Writers for WALLACE ~ Member, New York Star 
10/21/48, page 


"Confidential Notebook", mentioned above, contained an 
abstract of testimony relative to shon business conducted by the 
House Committee on Un—4merican Activities in "Hearings, United 
States Courthouse, New York City, May 4-7, 1953". This abstract 
reflected that JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, a playwright, and DALTON TRUMBO, 
a novelist, were named as Communi sts during the above-mentioned 
House Committee on Un-American Activities 


NY 100-69873 


hearings. According to this publication, both LAWSON 
and TRUMBO were described as members of the"Hollywood 
Ten. 


The so-called "Hollywood Ten" were ten film 
personalities convicted of contempt of Congress as a 
result of House Un-American Activities Committee hearings 
in 1947, 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,'' dated May 14, 1951, prepared and released 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, United States 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., contains the 
following concerning the Actors Laboratory: 


"Actors Laboratory 


'"], A ‘Communist venture." (California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1947, p. 
74,)" 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," dated May 14, 1951, prepared and released 
by the Committee on Un~American Activities, United States 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., contains the 
following concerning Frontier Films; 


"Frontier Films 


"1, Cited as a Communist front. (Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 
1944, pp. 49, 83, and 147.) 


"2. Cited as a Communist front which ‘has 
faithfully followed the Communist Party line in its 
productions' and whose personnel is 'closely interlocked' 
with the Film and Photo League, a ‘Communist front for 


revolutionary films.' (California Committee on Un-American 


Activities, Report, 1948, p. 247.)" 


NY 100-69873 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," previously mentioned, contains the 
following concerning the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions: 


"National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions 


"1, Cited as a Communist front. (Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Review of the Scientific 
and Cultural Conference for World Peace arranged by the 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions and 
held in New York City on March 25, 26, and 27, 1949, House 
Report No. 1954, April 26, 1950 (originally released April 
19, 1949), p. 2.)" 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," previously mentioned, contains the 
following concerning the "Open Letter for Closer Cooperation 
with the Soviet Union:" 


"Open Letter for Closer 
Cooperation with the 
Soviet Union 


"lL. A group of Communist Party stooges issued an 
open letter bearing the title given above. (Special Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, June 25, 1942, 

p. 21.) 


"2, Cited as a Communist front. (California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, p. 65.)" 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,"'’ previously mentioned, contains the 
following concerning Progressive Citizens of America: 

"Progressive Citizens of America 


"1. Cited as a 'new and broader Communist front 
for the entire United States' formed in September 1946 at 


Pay ae 


NY 100-69873 


the direction of ‘Communist steering committees’ from the 'Communist- 
dominated National Citizens Political Action Committee! and the Inde- 
pendent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 
(California Committee on Un-American Activities, Reports, 1947, p. 369, 
and 1948, pe 354.)" 


The California Committee on Un-American Activities, 1948 
report, page 65, reported that the United States "Communist Party” has 
set up hundreds of fronts to honor and support Soviet Russia. It 
mobilizes every possible activity in plain defiance of the. interests 
of the United States in its consistent support of the foreign policy 
of Soviet Russia. The report listed as one of the more conspicuous 
fronts for this purpose the "Statearent by American Progressives on 
the Moscow Trials", 


Page 156 of said report concerning the “Moscow Trials", 
reported "World wide condemnation accompanied the so-called Moscow 
Trials, which were used by the Soviet Regime to eliminate all its 
critics. These trials were universally held to be a travesty of justice", 


With regard to Writers for Wallace, HENRY A. WALLACE was the 
Progressive Party candidate for President of the United States in the 
1948 national elections, 


The National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, in issuing 
ite final text on the "Resolution Growing Out of the Presidential 
Elections” in "Political Affairs," issue of July, 1953, stated in 
substance that in 1948 the Communist Party helped stimulate the f ormation 
of the Progressive Party ami correctly supported the hi Party 
through the 1952 elections. It then states: 


"However, the mistake our Party made was to confuse this task 
With the historic task of forming a new mass party of the people. As a 
consequence, there existed the wrong estimate that the formation of the 
Progressive Party represented something more than the simple emergence 
of an important fighting force for peace; that it represented the 
emergence of a great mass people's Party", 
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As a result of this reasoning, the resolution 
concludes that the "Progressive Party, the Communist 
Party and other progressive forces" must unite ina 
broad, mass-front coalition. 


Regarding "Political Affairs,'' mentioned above, 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, a convicted Communist Party 
functionary, testified in the case, "UNITED STATES vs. 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, ET AL," on October 20, 1952, and 
stated that "Political Affairs" has been the theoretical 
organ of the Communist Party since the publication's 
beginning in 1945. 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," previously mentioned, contains the 
following concerning "Soviet Russia Today": 


"Soviet Russia Today 


"1, Cited as a Communist front. (Special Com-~ 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 1944, 
p. 167; also cited in Report, June 25, 1942, p. 21.) 


"2. Cited as a tCommunist-front publication, ' 
(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
Report No. 1953, on the Congress of American Women, 

April Bi 1950 (originally released October 23, 1949), 
p. 108. 


"3. Among the ‘more important' Communist-front 
organizations ‘for the sole purpose of carrying on 
propaganda on behalf of the Soviet Union.' (California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1948, p. 169.) 


"4, A magazine published by Friends of the Soviet 
Union and distributed by the Communists’ Progressive Book 
Shop in Boston, Mass. ‘The articles and pictures in this 
magazine seek to show the great benefits and advantages 
enjoyed by Russian workers, stressing the theme that Russia 
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‘is the only successful nation in the world today.’ (Massachusetts 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 1938, pp. 281 and 
517.)" 


"Red Channels," previously mentioned, reported additional 
activities of VERA CASPARY as follows: 


"Frontier Films 


"National Council of 
the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions 


"Open Letter for 
Closer Cooperation 
with the Soviet Union 


“Progressive Citisens 
of America 
"Statement by American 


Progressives on the 
Moscow Trials 


Writers for Wallace 


“amicus Curtae Brief 
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Member, Advisory 
Board 

"Daily Worker' 
4/6/37, page 9 


Signer for WALLACE. 
‘Daily Worker’, 
10/19/48, 

'New York Times, ' 
10/20/48 


Signer. House Un- 
American Activities 
Committee, Appendix 9, 
page 138 


Sponsor, 
10/25/47 


Signer, House Un- 
American Activities 
Committee, Appendix 9, 
page 1617 


Member, ‘New York Star’, 
10/21/48, page 20 


Signer, Petition to 
Supreme Court to review 
conviction of 

Lawson and Trambo" 
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INFORMANTS 


Identity of Date of Activity Date 
Source and/or Description Received 
of Information 


T-1 Subj admitted and 2/16/50 
Mrs. denied CP 

THYRA membership 

SAMPTER 

WINSLOW, Subj ''a Red" 4/3/51 - 
47 E. 6lst 

St., NYC 

(4/3/51) 

(by request) 


Agent to File No, 
Whom Where 
Furnished Located 


WILLIAM 100-50870- 


J. 226 

TRACY 

J. 100-69873- 
ROBINSON 6 

FIELD 
(telephonically) 


Careful consideration has been given to the 
source concealed and a T symbol was utilized in the report 
only in that instance where the identity of the source must 


be concealed. 


REFERENCE Report of SA WILLIAM L. EDDY, 2/29/52, NY. 


Los Angeles letter to Director, 3/5/56. 
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Investigative Period 
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SECURITY MATTER - C 


Subject was last issued passport 271 at London, England, on }j-8-5h, for’ | - 
proposed return to Ue S. within one month. Stated was then residing at ~ 
Flemings Hotel, London, and gave legal residence as 15) Blueridge Drive, // / 
Beverly Hills, California, Subject was previously issued passport 256531 as. 
on 4-27-50, but passport had not been used when renewed on 1-21-52, for 

proposed 3-l, months! travel to Italy, France, Switzerland, U. 5. Zone of 

Germany, Austria and England for vacation, 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASS'FIED 
DETAILS: Oye Spe Cy 
AT WASHINGTON, D. C. | j 


, 


The files of the Passpert Office, Department of State, reviewed 
by SA KENNETH J. HASER on February 21, 1956, disclose that VERA CASPARY 
GOLDSMITH was last issued passport 27lj1 on April 8, 195, at London, England, 
for propesed travel within all countries except restricted areas and return 
te the United States within one month, ‘This passport was valid for two 


‘ Special Agent ; 
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 ~ Bureau 
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years and the restritted areas in effect when this passport was issued were 
Albania, Bulgaria, China, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, Rumania, and 
the USSR. 


The subject stated that she was born on November 13, 1899, at 
Chicago, Illinois, and was then residing at the Flemings Hotel, Half Moon 
Street, London We. Ie, England. She gave her legal residence as 11,5) 
Blueridge Drive, Beverly Hills, California. She stated that she had 
resided from birth to 1931 in Chicago, Illinois, New York City, and in 
California, and had resided outside the United States as follows: two 
3-month tours of Evrope in 1931 and 1939; in Italy, France, and England 
from January to April 1952; and in France and England from May, 1952, to 
the time of this passport application, with seve a trips to the Continent. 

Or at, ocak eer ee 

The subject stated that she was -tast “married on October 5, 
1949, at Los Angeles, California, to ISIDORAG@@LDSMITH, born at Vienna, 
Austria, on May 26, 189), is an American ¢itizén 8m@ was residing with 
her at the time of the application. She indicated that her parents, 
PAUL CASPARY and JULIA COHEN, are both now deceased. In the event of 
death or disability she requested that JACQUES LESLIE, lawyer, 327 South 
Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, California, be notified, 


The subject had been previously issued passport 256531 on 
April 27, 1950, for proposed three months' travel to Italy, France, 
Switzerland, England, and Israel for the purpose of a holiddyy. In her 
application dated April 21, 1950, at Los Angeles, California, she stated 
that she is professionally known as VERA CASPARY and that she intended 
to depart from the port of New York about August 25, 1950, via the Italian 
Lines, This passport was valid for two years! travel to all countries 
except Japan, Okinawa, Bulgaria, and Hungary. 


She gave her permanent residence at that time as 1))5) Blue Ridge 
Drive, Beverly Hills, California, and indicated that her husband, ISADORE 
GOLDSMITH, was then residing with her. She indicated that she had resided 
in England from Jamary to August, 1945, and that her previous passport 
had been surrendered at the port of entry from Halifax, Ne 5., in August 
1945. She stated that she had not previously been married, 


This 1950 passport was renewed at New York City on January 21, 
1952, to expire on Jamary 21, 195k, for proposed 3-l; months! travel to 
Italy, France, Switzerland, the U. 8, zone of Germany, Austria, and England 
for the purpose of a vacation. She intended to depart from New York City 
about January 30, 1952, on the Constitution. As renewed, this passport 
was not valid for Japan, Okinawa, Bulgaria, and Czechoslovakia, Passport 
authorities noted at the time of the renewal that the subject's 1950 
passport had not been used for foreign travel. In a note accompanying 
her renewal application, the subject stated that she had no magazine or 
newspaper assignments and did not intend to write about this trip. This 


a 
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passport was then extended on Jamary 20, 1954, at Paris, France, to 
expire on April 26, 195k, on which occasion she listed her foreign address 
as Hotel Massenet, Siurke.de Massenet, Paris. 


The following description of the subject was taken from her 
passport file: 


Height: St is 
Hairs Gray 
Eyes: Blue-gray 
Marks: Scar on forehead 
Occupation: Writer 
- RUC « 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

It is pointed out that this report brings up to date the review 
of the subject's passport file subsequent to the information set out in 


the report of SA WILLIAM P. MORRISON dated April 23, 195, at Washington, 
De Ce 


REFERENCE: Los Angeles letter of February 6, 1956 (inter-office). 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-6700) DATE: March 5, 1956 
i\ 
we FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-22897) 
O 
SUBJECT: VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH, was. 
SM -C 


‘Los Angeles. 


Rebulet to Los Angeles 1/17/56 and New york letter to the 
’ Bureau 2/15/56. 


Instructions in rebulet were that Los Angeles should review the 
indices and files of this office on the subject to determine if the Bureau 
had been furnished all pertinent information on GOLDSMITH. It advised that 
all pertinent information not previously furnished should be furnished in 


report form suitable for dissemination, and that this matter Boat be 
handled promptly. ae 


In view of the latter instruction, the Los Angeles Office sub- 
mitted a current report of GOLDSMITH on 2/6/56. The New York Office is 


fo 
therefore requested to submit the information in their letter of 2/15/56 Mess 
in report form. ; 


fo ~ Bureau (101-6700)(Reg.) 

@ - New york (100-69873) (Reg.) Pere 
1 - Los Angeles (100-22897) “o°ORDED - 2], DO fees 
RCH :HMS Z 


(5) FX-118 


Verne ie 


Go MAK 22 1996 


Ne her "Murder at the Stork Club") and wife of I.G. 


STANDARD FORM No. 64 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO DATE: 
: DIRECTOR, FBI (101-670) 2/15/56 
FROM 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-69873) 
CT: @& 

VERA CASPARY “oLDSMITH 
SM -C Hi eo MI 
(00 Los Angeles) Mes 1.G. fo-idsmith 


ato Shane een ae a ~~) 


ReBulet to Los Angeles 1/17/56, cc NY, requesting 
the review of files re subject to determine if the Bureau 
has been furnished all pertinent information BEER EISNE the 
subject. 


A review of the NY files does not reflect. that the 
4¢Pollowing information was furnished to either Los Angeles 

or the Bureau and is being set forth herein in order that 

Los Angeles may comply with Bureau instructions in rebulet. 


A review of NY files reflected a notebook entitled 
"Confidential Notebook’ (File 13)"written by VINCENT W. 
HARTNETT, identified in this publication as the co-author 
of "Red Channels. This publication reflects copyright 
dated 1951, by VINCENT W. HARTNETT and that the publication 
was sold for $5 post paid. 


This "Confidential Notebook" identifies itself as a 
compilation of information regarding the individuals in the 
entertainment industry including (but not limited to) reported 
affiliations or associations with groups and causes officially 
cited as Communist or Communist fronts. 


"It is neither stated nor implied that all of the 
individuals herein are Gommunists, pro-Communists, fellow 
travelers or anything of the sort...... : 


f" 


This notebook reflects information on page 49 regarding 
VERA CASPARY identified as: writer, detective novels, screen 
("Laura", "Letter to Three Wives", etc.) television (dramatization DL Be 


N OLDSMITH, motion picture producer. 


a: Bureau vee 6700) RM 
C Los Angeles (101-177) Ee 


1 - NY 100-69873 
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rs) MAR 22 196] oa Ar a Lav NAS “eD. . 
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
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She is reported as: 


Amicus Curiae Brief in 
behalf of Lawson and 
Trumbo 


Actors Laboratory 
Hollywood 


Frontier Films 


League of American 
Writers 


National Council. of the 
frts, Sciences and 
Professions 


Open Letter for Closer 
Cooperation with the 
Soviet Union 


Signer, petition to US 
Supreme Court to review 
conviction of JOHN 
HOWARD LAWSON and DALTON 
TRUMBO. Alert, 9/12/49 
Page 353. 


Audience sponsor, 
UnAmerican Activities in 


California, 1948, 
page 97 


Member Advisory Board, 
"Daily Worker" 4/6/37, 
page 9, app 9 


Signer of call to 1941 
League of American Writers 
Congress, App 9, page 974, 
Supporter of anti war 
movement "Daily Worker" 


6/22/40 


Signer for WALLACE, 
"Daily Worker" 10/19/48, 


Signer, ad, "We Are for 
Wallace" "NY Times" 
10/20/48 . 


signers Soviet Russia Today 


September, 1939, page 24, 
25, 28, app 9, page 1383 


LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
NY 100-69873 


Progressive Citizens of 
America 


Statement by American 
Progressives on the 
Moscow Trials 


Writers for WALLACE 


Sponsor, "Conference on 
Cultural Freedom and 
Civil Liberties" 

Hotel Commodore, NYC, 
10/25-26/47. Official 
call. 


Signer, New Masses 
5/3/38 page I7, app. 9, 
page 1617 


Member, New York Star 
10/21/45 page 


It is to be noted that the Actors Laboratory, Frontier 
Films, the National Couneti=: of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions, the Open Letter for @loser Gooperation 
with the Soviet Union and the Progressive Citizens of 
America have all been cited in the Guide to Subversive 


Activities. 


The League of American Writers has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 


to Executive Order 10450. 


The Statement by American Progressives on Moscow 
Prials has been cited by the California Committee on 
UnAmerican Activities, 1948, report, page 65. 


LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
NY 100-69873 


Regarding Writers for WALLACE, it is to be 
noted that WALLACE was the 1948 candidate for the 
Presidency of the US on the Progressive Party ticket. 
The Progressive Party has been documented in SAC Letter 
55-62 dated October 5, 1955. 


The "New York Star" was a NYC daily 
newspaper. The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast 
Communist daily newspaper. 


NY files further reflect a booklet entitled 
"Red Channels" published in June, 1950 by"Counterattack" 
identified as "fhe News Letter of Facts to Gombat 
Communism, 55 West 42nd Street, New York, New York." 


"Red Channels" is identified as "fhe Report 
of Communist Influence in Radio and TPelevision" and bears 
1950 copyright by American Business Consultants Inc., 
publishers of"Counterattack.' This publication identifies 
VERA CASPARY as a writer and novelist and reports 
her activites as follows: 


Frontier Films Member of Advisory Board, 
"Daily Worker" 4/6/37, 
page 9 

League of American Writers Signer, Call to 1941 
Congress 


House UnAmerican Activities, 


App 9, page 974 
Supporter of Anti-War 


Movement, “Daily Worker" 
6/22/40 
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NCASP 


Open Letter for Gloser 
G@ooperation with the 
Soviet Union 


Progressive Citizens of 
America 


Statement by American 
Progressives on the 
Moscow Trials 


Writers for WALLACE 


Amicus Curiae Brief 


Signer for WALLACE ,» 
"Daily Worker" 10/19/48, 
"New York Times" 
10/20/48. 


Signer, House UnAmerican 
Activities Committee, 
App 9, page 138 


Sponsor, Program 10/25/47 


Signer, House UnAmerican 
Activities Committee 
App 9, Page 1617 


Member, "New York Star” 
10/21/48, page 20 


Signer, petition to 
Supreme Court to Review 
Conviction of Lawson and 
Trumbo. 


NY files further reflect that Mrs. THYRA SAMPTER 
WINSLOW, 47 East 61st Street, NYC (4/3/51) a writer 
te ephonically advised on 4/3/51, SA J. ROBINSON FIELD 
at she had received information from one NANETTE _ 
AKUTNER , BET East 37th mereets NYC, that VERA CASPARY was 


‘Ta Red.” 


LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
NY 100-69873 


Mrs. WINSLOW advised that NANETTE KUTNER had 
formerly lived with VERA CASPARY and knew CASPARY 
well. Mrs. WINSLOW identified CASPARY as being married 
to a man named GOLDSMITH and as having written 
"Letter to Three Wives.” 


On 2/16/50, Mrs. WINSLOW advised SA WILLIAM J. 
TRACY, that VERA CASPARY previously had admitted to her 
that she, CASPARY, was a Communist, but that in 
| February of 1950 denied this. 


With regard to the above information furnished 
by Mrs. WINSLOW, it is to be noted that Mrs. WINSLOW 
previously submitted information to the NYO in 
| confidence and Me eet ect _a_request that in. the 
| event oe er te eemation furnished by WINSLOW 
is ooo ee Sere ee Snould be_prokected by / 
means 6 porary T symbol. Mrs. WINSLOW's reliability / 


is not known.-~~ 


NY files reflect that on numerous occasions 
beginning in 1943 through 1950, Mrs. WINSLOW was the 
complainant on various matters ranging from those in a 
25 classification to a 100 classification. 


In addition, WINSLOW is mentioned in NY letter 
to Director, FBI, dated 4/21/43, captioned "Ted Strong, 
also known as GEORGE THEODORE MAUDUIT and DE MODUIT 
Confidential National Defense Informant ND 154" which 
letter references Bulet dated 3/13/43, Bufile 66-2540-3-34, 


NY letter regarding STRONG contains information 
on WINSLOW and describes her as having reported numerous 
individuals in 1942 as being draft dodgers. This 
letteralso reflects that only one complaint of this 
type by Mrs. WINSLOW received investigative attention 
but that prosecution in that matter was declined by the 
US Attorney inasmuch as allegations made by WINSLOW 
could not be substantiated. 
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LETTER TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
NY 100-69873 


NY files contained no derogatory information 
regarding NANETTE KUTNER. Information furnished by 
WINSLOW on 4/3/@1 is contained in NY file 100-69873-6 and 
information furnished by her on 2/16/50 is contained 
in 100-50870-226. 
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TITLE \ be CHARACTER OF CASE 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH, Was. SECURITY MATTER - C 
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i VERA CASPARY was on the mail and nhone list of the Hollywood “2 
, Arts, Sciences, and Professions Couneil (HASP) in 1951: VERA me 
oO CASPSRY was a 1952 member of YASP. 
ek ae 
DETATLS: 
All sources designated by "IT" symbols in this 


report have Surmished reliable information in the past unless 
otherwise indicated. 


PERSONAL HISTORY 
RESTDENCE AND OCCUPATION 


T-1 & CY PY Ge Spi Le 


creme eral we cat 


Informant advised on February 2, 1956, that ,. 
GOLDSMITH currently resides at 15h Blue Ridge Drive, Beverly 
Hills, California, and is not employed. 
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T-2 


The informant advised on February 1, 1956, that 
for many years until December of 1953 GCLDSMITY was a free-lance 
novelist and a screen writer from her residence at 15) Flue 
Ridge Drive, Beverly “ills.” 


FOREIGN TRAVED 


mm 
T-1 


The informant advised on #ebruary 2, 1956, that 
GOLDSITH and her husband have just returned.trom. a visit to 
Burove of avproximately two years. The informant advised that 
he coulé firntsh no information concerning their activities 
or their aress of travel while in Eurove. 


ACTIVITIES Il FURTHERANG 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY (GP) P PROGRAM 


Io 


HOLLY JOQD ARTS, SCLENCES, AND PROFESSIONS COUNCIL (ASF) 


The informant advised on April 25, 1955, that the 
UASP is the Southern California Chanter of the National Council 
of Arts, Sciences, and Professions (NCASP) in New York and 
follows the nolicies and vrogram of the national organization. 


The NCASP has been cited as a "Communist front" 
by the United itates Congressional Committee on Un-American 
Activities in Youse Revort number 195) dated Avril 26, 1950. 


1-3 


The informant advised on June 16, 1951, that VERA 
CASPARY, 145) Plueridge, Feverly Yills, was on the mailing 
list of the HASP as of June lh, 1951. 


The informant further advised on June 30, 1951, that 
VERA CASPARY, 145h Plueridge, Reverly “ills, was on the phone 
list of the 4AST as of June 22, 1951. 


T= 


The informant advised on March 3, 1952, that 
VERA Pee f U5 Flueridge, Feverly Hills, was a member of the 
JASF as of Maboh 2, 1952. 


LA 1900-22897 


ISA OGe ENG a: MT 
ADMINISTRATIVE: ae 


COLDSMITH is not in the Security Index. This case 
has been re-evaluated in the light of current Security Index 
criteria, and it is anaes that she Oe be vlaced in it. 

C a tr aN 

GOLDSMITHTs mista ISADORE G. GOLDSMITH, is not 

the subject of an SM-C case in the Los Angeles office. 


Ey referenced letter to vashington Field Office, 
that office was requested to obtain and renort all previously 
unreported inrormation concerning GCLDSMITH which avvears in 
the records of the Passvort Division of the State Department. 


: Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed in this report, and "IT" symbols were utilized 
only in those instances where the identities of the sources 
must be concealed. 
LEAD: 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


Will, on receipt of requested information from 
Washington Hield office, close administratively. 
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Tdentity Date of Acti- Date Agent to File Number 
of Source vity and/or Received Whom Where 
Descrintion of Fur ni shed Located 


Info mation 


T-l MARVIN Residence and 2/2/56 * ROBERT C. Oral 
L. ARIS, Ocecuvation HENNECKE 

xec. Secty. 

Society of 

Independent 

Motion Picture 

Producers, 

Beverly Hills, 

Nalif. (conceal 

ver request) 
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LA 100-22°97 


Identity 
of Source 


Tel 
MARVIN LE. 


SA TD 
CARTS 


Tee 


MARY DORPSMAN 


Dete of Acti- 
vity and/or 
Descrivotion of 
Information 


Date 
Received 


a 8/66 


Foreign travel 


Writer's Guild 
of America, 

west Los Angeles, 
Salif. (conceal 
ver request) 


t=3 


Residence and 2/1/56 
Occuvation 
Thumbnail HASP h/25/55 ~ 


Agent to 
whom 
Furnished 


ROBERT C. 
HENNECKE 


JOHN S. 
TEMPLE 


MARCUS M. 


LA 3512-S BRIGHT 
6/4/51 6/16/61“ EERNARR MM, 
PPACEK 
6/22/51 6/30/51 — 8 
T= 3/3/52 3/3/52. JOHN 4. 
ANTHONY 4ENRY DONEY 
TORRES, “ormer 


LA %52-S 


(conceal per 


request) 


REBRERENCE? 


Bulet to Los Angeles, 1/17/56. 


File Number 
Where 
Located 


Oral 


10U=22897-19 


66-3289A-h1 
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Los Angeles letter to Washington Field, 2/6/54. 
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SAC, Los Angeles (101-177) January 1), 1956 


Director, FBI (1U1-67uU) 


fo 
VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


vw. + 
5 tbe F 
ase 


New York airtel to Bureau dated January ¥, 
1956, advised New York source of information, Hee 
Massing, stated on that date she had been contacted 
recently to ascertain if she would testify before a 
"Congressional Investigative Committee" concerning subject. 
Massing stated she had declined for personal reasons 
and had told person contacting her that she had previously 
furnbhed to the FBI information known to her concerning 
subject whom she knew as Vera Caspary. Information 
furnished by Massing regarding subject is set forth under 
Tel in report of Special Agent William L. Eddy dated 
February <9, 1952, at New York, This is the last report 
on Goldsmith in Bureau files. 


In view of the above,you should review indices 
and files of your office on subject to determine if Bureau 
has been furnished all pertinent information on Goldsmith. 
Any pertinent information not previously reported should be 
furnished the Bureau in report form suitable for 


dissemination. Include in this report Goldsmith's present 
residence and occupation. This matter should be handled 
promptly. ALL INFURWATION CONTA! 


NED 

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED a FP; 
2 ce New York (100-69573) DATE 24 v Ca Cf 
YELLOW: Subject not on SI. She was identified by Budenz as 
CP member in late 1930s and by 2 National CP functionaries to 
Budenz as being a Communist. in 1940.She reportedly was 
associated with various CP front groups in LA area.from 1941 
to 1950. In 1951 she was employed as novelist and screen 
writer. Massing testified before McCarran Committee in 5-51 
re subject. She stated on interview in 1-52 that Goldsmith 
never carried CP card but she had no doubt subject was 
CP member; that subject would not hire anyone who was not a 
Communist but her movies did not contain political propaganda. 
Massing advised that in 1947 subject had compZained to her 
that CP was using her (subject) because of her money. 
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/ Transmit the following Teletype message to: Lf eee § 


xsl the aes ye 
Classified by SN BML ic 


HMDA MASS NG 
IN : 
Declassify on: OADR 


amet ot wT ot. 
SOURCE Of 


pORMA TIO. 


connected with ea Congressional Investgagative Committee a 
was interestea ‘n navine Mrs. MASSING appear before the 
comnittee to testify about VERACCASEARY, & motion Piqgure 
figure. Mrs. MASSING vegged off on tnis for personal 
reasons insisting also thet ner information was basicall 
hearsay and she had long ago furnished information phe had 
to the FBI. She also told Miss SCOTTY tnat she was un- 
employed and this adaed to & problem. Mise SCOTTY then 
remarked that meybe sie could help ner get a job. A short 
time thereafter, MORRIS L. ERNST telepnuoned Mrs. MASSING 
saying ne had heard sne was interested in getting a job. 

He invited her down to nis office. Mrs. MASSING accepted 
the invitation. She explained that MORiIS L. ERNST had 
been involved with her in the past in connection with w 
publication of her book "This Decepticon", inasmuch as he 
wrote the introduction to the book [Y 


Q : Source interview . in connection with another WG 
a matter today, 1,/9/56, wy SA GeCRGE G. MC ZENNA. She NS 
<i fa : mentioned that she rac bee. in telepnonic contact in very 

mF reeent past witn Miss SCCTIY (ph), who told ner she was 

oe aaa) 


Mr. ERNST told her he was interested in doing 
a book on tne Fiftn Amendment. He suggested that she go 
ee a teacher at Fordham University named MAHONEY, who was 
coing research on the matter. Mr. ERNST suggested that Mrs. 
SSING could work with him on this project and said that 


perhaps he could arrange for obtainin: fina rt 
from the Funds for the Republic. Mrs. MASSING said she 

oubted the Fundg for the Republic would be interested i 
aking the funds available for someone like herself. Mr. 


RNST reassured her gaying the atmosphere had changed an 
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Transm. e fcllowing Teletype message to: 
PAGE [Wwe 
te Fund wartes to "get out from under". By tnis Mrs. 


MASSING explained tnet Mr. wRNST meant tne Fund for the 
Republic eee to uncurden itself of any pro-Communist 


Mrs. MASSING advised the agent that she intended 
to wet tn touch witn Mr. MAHONBY of Fordham within the very 
near iuture. However, sne did not display great enthusiasm 

lige tne job to Mr. KRNST. She explained that the feeling 

between her and Mr. ERNST was not entirely cordial because 
ERNST, when ner book "This Deception” was being published, 
went along witn a publisher w desire thet her chapter about 
LAWRENCE DUGGAN be stricken out before the book was ptblished. 
Mr. ERNST's attitude about this nettled Mrs. MASSING. eB) 


Tne above is set forth tor Bureau's intormation. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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THis cece onidineeke LOS ANGELES FILE NO. LBC 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN ICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
NEW YORK » tate, (227556, 1075o; 
FEBS 9 1/33 2/12,13/53 WILLIAM L, EDDY 
EE oF te tS : on 
mms OUAN : CHARACTER OF CASE 
VERA GOLDSUITH, aka; ae 
Bese Ls suerdenith, Yera Caspary, SECURITY MATTER - C 
Mrs. Vict Saspary , 
a ase es ck VERA CASPARY is reported to be a signer 
: of "A Statement by american Progessives 
SE en the Moscow Trials" in 1938 and signer 
N of "Call to the 4th congress of League 
of American ‘Iriters" in 1941. Informant / 
me) acvises there is no doubt concerning 
r \ VERA CASPARY being a Communist Pa rty 
) “YW wember. CASPARY is also described as 
ool 2 close friend of GEORCGEASKLAR, who was 
° - ne = 4a 2 
t ¢ identified as a member’ of the Communist i, oe eee 
4) Hl Party in Hollywood? fe 
— ae ; Eo. REC'Ds f. cad ee — 
-RUCH St "T FORW.S 2k (158 
He Cais * : ath 
cet PY 
DETAILS: The title of this case is marked“changéa to fees ami on 
the names VARA GOLDSMITH and Mrs. I. G. GOLDSHT TH of? 
according to information furnished by Confidential 
Informant T~1, of known reliability. The name of 
VYGRA CASPREY.. is being deleted inasmuch as it is an erroneous 
spelling of the subject's name ere 
ie TE > 
at New york, New York a_i y20. e- 
ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATIONS OF VERA CASPARY rae 
According to an article in the April 28, 1938, page 
4, issue of the "Daily Worker", an Hast Coast Communist newspaper, 
YoRA CaASPARY was one of the signers of a statement entitled "A Stat@e@- 
ment ne Prozressives on the Moscow Triels", The article 
TROD IOS Draw DP ae nae Saaa DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
con DEsTROYBA lol+¢7oo + 1 2 _|RECORDED - 2 
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reported that Ka Rete Q a 
of evidence, to have established ac 
the defendants, 


PJ 


ler the trials, by sheer weight 
lear presumotion of guilt of 


The California Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, 1948 report, page 65, reported that the United States 
"Communist party" has set up huncreds of fronts to honor and 
support Soviet Russia. It mobilizes every vossible activity in 
plain defiance of the interests of the United States in its con- 
sistent support of the foreign policy of Soviet Russia. The 
report listed as one of the more conspicious fronts for this prr- 
pose the '“tatement by american Progressives on the t‘oscow Trials". 


Paze 156 of said revort concerning the '‘oscow 
Trials", reoortec '“forld wide condemnation naar the so-called 
‘foscow Trials, which were usec by the Soviet Regime to eliminate 
all its critics. These trials were ec enna ite helé to be a 
travesty of justice”, 


It was noted that the "Daily ‘Jorker'", dated April 
5, 1941, page 7, column 2, contained an article which in@icated 
that YGRA TASPARY was one of the initial signers of the "Call to the 
4th Cong BP eSs of League | of american driters s", which was to be held 
in New York Tity June 6,through €, 1941. 


The league of American ‘Jriters has been designated 
by the attorney Ceneral as a Sommmist organization within purview 
of Executive Or’er 0835. 


It was noted that the "Daily ‘Jorker" dated October 
9 1948, 5 age 7, colum 4+, contained an article «hich indicated 
> ordins to a statement issued by the National Council of 
Arts, Se iences, and Professions (NCASP), VGRA CASPARY was one 


the persons «yho has joined as an independant in support of the 
ad da a cy of TERY A ® WALLAG sie 
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In the October 20, 1948 issue of the "New York 
Times! appeared an advertisement issuec by the National Touncil of 
the Arts, % Sciences, and Professions supporting TANRY A. VALLATE. 
Cne of those listec in the advertisement as SEDPOe EHS WALLACE was 


rep ih 
Tn ASP? Lo 


It will be noted that the coneresstonat conmittee 
on Tn-American activities, Mouse Report Number 1952 t+, Cated april 
26, 1950, cited the National Council of the arts, Sciences, and 


Professions as a Sommunist front. 
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According to an article in the newspaner “ew 
York "Compass", VORA CASPARY was one of 128 prominent writers, 
lecturers, musicians, actors, playwriters, artists and educators 
listed by the American Legion's americanism Division as persons 
those past activities make them unsuitable or inappropriate 
for Legion sponsorship". This article was contained in the May 18, 1949 , 
issue of the New York "Compass". 

On January 3, 1952 Confidential Informant T-1, 
of known reliability, was interviewed concerning VERA CASPARY. 
This informant advised that she first met VERA CASPARY on May 
1, 1934 while both vere watching the May Day Parade in Union 
Square, Nev York City. T-1 advised that she later went to an 
apartment on Jnion Square where she witnessed the latter part of 

his demonstration. The informant said that she does not recall 
those apartnent this was but said that the "left wing literary 
crowd" were gathered there. T-1 said that later VERA CASPaRY 
came to the sathering and was introcuced to the informant as a 
writer. T-1 stated that after this she often met TASPARY at 
gatherings of this literary group. Other members of the literary 
group who the informant remembers were GEORGES SKLAR, who was 
CASPARY's closest friend and ALDBSnN?T ‘ALTZ one of the "Hollywood 
Ten", T-l advis:cd that by the time she met CASPARY she was well 
established as a writer. 


Teittnles & 


The informant, T-1, also advisec that CaSPaRY 
ited !‘oscow on at least tyo occasions paying for those visits 
se ecorcding to the informant, CASPARY was not impressed 
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T-1 stated that she believed that CaSPaRY went 
to Nollyood after 1938 and now 1, Oe in Beverly Bilis: 


California being marriecr to one I. G.RCOLPSIITH, the producer 

of "The Stars Loox Town", The informant stated that she last 
saw CASPARY in 1947 at which time GaSPARY took her to a varty 
which vas also attencec by the "Hollyvood left «ring crowd". She 
stated that in 1947 she had no political Giscussion with CaSPARy, 
however, it was at this time, according to T-1, that CaSPaRy.. 
complained to.her that the Communist Party was using her because 
of her money. T-1 stated that there is no doubt in her mind 
about CASPARY being a Commmist Party member althouch she docs 
not knoy «rhether CASPany had a Communist Party membership card. 
f-1l also advised that CaSPARY would not hire anyone ‘rho “as not 
minist, but thet her movies cid not contain political prop- 


ce i as 
aganda,. 
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It is noted that the "May Tay Parade" «ras 
aescribec by the Spe@ial Sommittee on Un-American Activities, 
Report March 29, 19+, page 179, as follows: 


"The May Day Parade in New York City is an 
annual mobilization of Communist strength." 


GLORGE SKLAR menticned by Confidential Infor- 
1 has been identified by Confidential Informants 7-2 
3, both of known reliability, as a member of the Communist 
Party in Hollywood. 


seh mERGfaLTZ was described by T-2 asa screen 
writer anc member of e Communist ist Party in Hollywood, for a 
number of years. Jonfidential Informant T-2 also icentified 
MALTZ as having been a member of the writers! group of the 
Communist Party in Hollywood Curing the 19+3~1944 period. 


The so-called "Nollywood Ten" were ten film 
personalities convicted of contempt of Congress as a result of 
the House Jn-American Activities hearings in 1947. 

Confidential Informant T-4+, of known reliability, 


advised avout April 9, 1951 that he was unable to furnish any 
information concerning VERA CASPARY. 
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DMINISTRATIVE ye 88 
Bes 
INFORMANTS 
ee - a <a 
T-1 Sonfidential Source ny W41-s, 
interviewed by SA JOHN MM. COLLINS , 
1/3/52 and 2/13/52. 


T-2 CNDI LA 2900-S. Information fur- 
nished to SA JOHN VICARS, 6/30/%., 
oe Aas (100- 50270-310 


age 3 


T=3 CNDI LA 3404. Information fur- 
nished to SA MARCUS M. BRIGHT, 
7/26/50, 8/+,10/50 (100- 50870-310 
page 31, 43). 


Ta: Confidential Source NY-508-5, 
contacted by SA EDWARD W. BUCKLEY, 
about 4/19/51 (100-69873-5) 


Bureau letter, 10/13/51. 
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SiC, New York October 13, 1951 


Director, FEI 
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# rellatle, confidential source has advised thet Hrs. iede 
Massing testified in Fxreeutive Session before the Senate Sub-committee 
on Internal Security CieCarran Committee) on May 1, 1951, at which 
time. accordins to this source, “es. Massing states thet Lionel Stender 
was referred to in Hollywood as the "Commmist organiser,” Che stated 
that she had never seen hig Party card and did not imow whether or 
not he had a card, Mrs. Massing further advised the Committee thet 
coldamith, hom she identifice? as Vera Cesprey, wes one of several 
people in ‘oll 3 Who also never carried & forty card, but who 
wes influentisl ard "whe hend out Jobs." Kre. Kasesine steted that 
Caecrey would never hire anyone for her movie company who war mot 4 
Party menber, 


Sureau files ffeil to reflect thet Krs. Messine hee ever 
furrishe? the foregoing informetion to the Sureau and accordingly, 
you should thoroughly interview her for 81] infercsetion in her porses= 
sion relstive toe Stander end Soldsmith., In this intervies, ne mention 
showld be made of her tertinony before the MeCarran Committee, sor a" 
Bhould she become aware of the fect thet the Surenu nes been advise? : 
of her statements before thig Committee, 


cGehAC, Loe nreles 


(ccurce is tranecript of tertinony of Messing furnished 
the rureeu by the VeCarrar Committes. Mew York has sufficient 
infornation om both subjects to intelligently conduct this interview.) 
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To: Director, FBI pATE: April 5, 1951 
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| SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; Patsy 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C eee a 
oO. _E f J 

00 CONCEALED COMMUNISTS REVEALED Se 

by LOUIS F. BUDENZ; ALL INFORM: oy as er, 

SECURITY MATTER ~ C HERE assirlen £43 

(Bufile 100-63) EDSCBEN 


Reurlet March 19, 1951, captioned as above, instructing that a 
report be submitted on VERA CASPARY, to reach the Bureau not later than 
April 10, 1951. 


Enclosed, herewith, are five copies of the report of Special Agent 
ROY 2EW PEFERS, Los Angeles, dated April 5, 1951, in the case entitled 
"VERA * PARY OLDSMITH, nee Vera Caspary, also know as Mrs. Isadore G. 


\/ Goldsmith; SECPRITY MATTER - Cc." 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
THis case onicinatepat LOS ANGELES ol amare Fie No, L00-22897 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FO WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


LOS ANGELES w/s/si_fi2ei6s 2/33/21 ROY ANDREW PETERS 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
CHANGED : 
VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH, nee Vera Caspary, SECURITY MATTER = C 
aka. Mrs. Isadore G. Goldsmith 


ti 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Reliable source. advised that V. J. JEROME, national Communist. 
Party functionary, stated in the late 1930's that VERA 
CASPARY was then a Communist Party member, and two other 
national Communist Party functionaries also stated in 190 
that she was a Communist. VERA CASPARY was a member of the 
league of American Writers in 191, 1942, and 1943; a member 
of the Motion Picture Committee of the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship in 1943; a member of the Hollywood 
Writers' Mobilization for Defense in 19; lectured for the 
People's Educational Center in 196; lectured for the 
Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council in 197; 
and as late as January, 1950, lent her support to the 
organization in a matter. VERA CASPARY was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, November 13, 1899. She is a novelist and screen 
writer, and resides at 145) Blue ce Drive, Beverly 
Hills, California. 4 


REF'? ” oe 
BY 


The title is marked changed to reflect sebseet's married name of 
VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH, also known as Mrs. ISADORE G. GOLDSMITH, 
and to delete the alias of Mrs. VICTO ASPARY, inasmuch as it 
has not been definitely established that she ever used this name. 
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LA 100-22897 
I. PERSONAL HISTORY 


Residence 


T~1, of known reliability, advised that VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH 
presently resides at 154 Blue Ridge Drive, Beverly Hills, California. 


The records of the Registrar of Voters, 808 North Spring Street, 
Los Angeles, reflect that VERA CASPARY has resided at 1:5) Blue Ridge Drive, 
Beverly Hills, California, since prior to September, 197, and that her 
address before that was 1211 Horn: Avenue, Los Angeles. 


The records of the Retail Merchants Credit Association, Los Angeles, 
show VERA CASPARY's address as 1211 Horn Avenue, Los Angeles, as of January, 
1947, and prior addresses of 1806 Landale Street, North Hollywood, California; 
and 1132 North Vista Street, Los Angeles. 


Information obtained from the Norwalk Retail Merchants Credit 
Association, Norwalk, Connecticut, reflects that in 1936, she resided at 
RFD No. 3, Grist Mill Road, Norwalk, Connecticut, and prior to that, at 
25 West Sixty-eighth Street, New York City. 


Employment 


T~1 advised that VERA CASPARY's occupation is that of a novelist 
and screen writer, and she has been so engaged for many rs. T-1 stated 
that recently VERA CASPARY and her husband ISADORE LDSMITH collaborated 
on a motion picture story entitled "Three Husbands," and are interested in 
an independent motion picture producing organization known as Gloria Films. 


The files of the Retail Merchants Credit Association, Los Angeles, 
reflect that VERA CASPARY has been a freelance writer and novelist since 
prior to 1934, and occasionally does contract writing for movie studios. In 
1936, and again in 190, she was employed by Universal Studios, and for a 
time during 1947, and again in 198, she was employed by Twentieth Century 
Fox Studios. 


Citizenship 

The records of the Passport Division, Department of State, reflect 
that VERA CASPARY, in applying for a passport in 1931, listed her birth date 
and place as November 13, 1899, in Chicago, Illinois. 

General Background 


"Variety," the theaterical publication, for September 4, 1915, stated 
that VERA CASPARY had returned to the United States from a year in England. 
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The item stated that she had completed the script of "Bedelia," follow-up 
novel to her "Laura," which was to be produced by Twentieth Century Fox. 


The records of the Research Department, Metro—Goldwyn-Mayer 
Studios, as of April, 1945, indicate VERA CASPARY as having written the 
following books, articles, and screen plays: 


"Tadies and Gents" 

White Girl" 

"WYusic in the Street" 

"Thicker than Water" 

"Night of June 13th" in 1932, for Paramount 

"Such Women are Dangerous" in 193), at Twentieth Century Fox 
"Party Wire" in 1935, at Columbia 

"Easy Living" in 1937, at Paramount 


Miscellaneous 


The Identification files of the Los Angeles Police Department and 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office contain no record of VERA CASPARY. 


II. ACTIVITIES 


Unless otherwise indicated, a@llof the informants hereinafter listed 
are of known reliability. 


The "Saturday Evening Post" for December, 1939, contained an 
article by EUGSNELLYONS entitled "It Was Smart to be Red." LYONS, in this 
article, deals with the effect of the Stalin-Hitler Non-Aggression Pact 
signed by those two men in the summer of 1939. In the article LYONS pointed 
out that a number of individuals had signed a statement in support of the 
verdicts of the recent Moscow trials of the Trotskyite-Bukharinite. LYONS 
stated that this information appeared in the Daily Worker of April 28, 1938. 
He stated that of the one hundred twenty-three signers whose names appeared 
in the Daily Worker, twenty-seven appeared a year later on a list of four 
hundred signers who, on August 1, 1939, released a manifesto vehemently 
denying "the fantastic falsehood that the U. S. S. R. and the totalitarian 
states are basically alike." LYONS pointed out that this was seven days 
before the Russian-German pact. Among the individuals who had signed both 
statements was VERA CASPARY. 


T-2 advised that according to an article appearing in the "New Masses" 
for May 3, 1938, VERA CASPARY defended the Moscow purge trials. 
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T-3 advised that in 1938 or 1939, VERA CASPARY attended meetings » 
of the league for Peace and Democracy, which meetings were an outgrowth of 
the American League Against War and Fascism. These meetings were held in a 
hall in Norwalk, Connecticut, which was located near the Norwalk Public 
Library. The American league Against War and Fascism has been designated by 
the Attorney General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


T-l, a former Communist Party functionary who,troke with the Communist 
Party in 195, advised that in the late 1930's, V. J,/JEROME, a national 
Communist Party functionary, stated that VERA CASPARY was a member of the 
Communist Party, and that she had been a Communist for some time. T-); further 
advised that in 1940 or thereabdyts, National Communist Party Functionaries 
ALEXANDERATRACHTENBERG and JACK’ STACHEL stated that VERA CASPARY was a 
Communist. 


T-5 advised in August, 1940, that VERA CASPARY, 1132 North Vista, 
Los Angeles, was then receiving the "Moscow News," from Moscow, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 


T-6 advised that VERA CASPARY attended a dinner at Ciro's Restaurant, 
los Angeles, on November 10, 1941, which was under the sponsorship of three 
organizations, ore of which was the United American-Spanish Aid Committee. 

The United American-Spanish Aid Committee has been designated by the Attorney 
General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


T-7 advised in October, 1943, VERA CASPARY had been given as a 
reference by a man who was being considered for membership in the Los Angeles 
County Communist Party. 


22-8 advised that in 19), VERA CASPARY was friendly with Mr. and 
Mrs. V, VoAPASTOEV, then the Soviet Vice-Consul at Los Angeles, and that 
VERA CASPARY invited Mrs. PASTOEV to a cocktail party at VERA CASPARY's 
home on the afternoon of July h, 19h. 


T-9 advised that VERA CASPARY was one of the sponsors of the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee meeting which was held September 6, 19, at Los Angeles. 
The Fourth Report of the Senate Fact-Finding Committee on un-American Activities 
of the California legislature dated 1948, on page 38, cites the Hollywood | 
Democratic Committee as being a completely Communist created and controlled 
political association. 


; T~10 advised that on September 28, 194, VERA CASPARY visited with 
HAZELYSOLLINS at her home at 661 Woodmont Avenue, Berkeley, California. 
T-1O stated that HAZEL COLLINS, in 1943 and 194, was Membership Director of 
the Tom Paine Professional Branch of the Communist Party, Alameda County, 
California. 


T~11 advised that on September 30, 19), VERA CASPARY attended a 
dinner party at the home of LOUISE R. BRANSTEN, San Francisco. T-12 advised 
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in March, 19h, that LOUISE R. JMRANSTEN was then an active member of the 
Communist Party in San Francisco, and an important financial contributor 
to the Communist Party. 


T-3 advised that in 195, PEARL AUSSO, who was then State Secretary 
of the Fifteenth District of the Comm t Political Association, Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, had inquired as to the present whereabouts of VERA CASPARY, but 
T=3 was wot aware of the reason for the inquiry. 


T-13 advised in 197, that VERA CASPARY, 1211 Horn Street, Los 
Angeles, was on the mailing list of the American-Russian Institute of Southern 
California, Los Angeles. The American-Russian Institute of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, has been designated by the Attorney General to be within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 


T-1, advised in November, 1948, that VERA CASPARY was one of a 
number oK members of tha Screen Writers Guild who had endorsed the candidacy 
of LESTERAGOLE and RING NER, JR. for the Executive Board of the Screen 
Writers Guild. T~20 advised that LESTER COLE and RING LARDNER, JR. were 
members of the Writers Branch of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, to 
informant's knowledge, as late as 1948. 


The Fourth Report of the California legislature Senate Fact-~Finding 
Committee on un-American Activities, 1948, page 97, listed VERA CASPARY as 
an audience sponsor of the Actors Laboratory. This report quotes OLIVER 
CARLSON, former Communist Party member as follows concerning the Actors 
Laboratory: 


"Its primary function, apparently, is to draw ambitious young 
actors and actresses into the orbit of the Communist Party front 
organizations. Ostensibly, the Actors Laboratory is a combination 
training school and experimental theater but, in fact, it has always 
been more political than artistic." 


The "Daily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper, for 
May 18, 1948, page 3, column 7, quotes VERA CASPARY, author of "Laura" and 
other novels, as saying, "The repressive and dictatorial provisions of the 
Mundt-Nixon Bill would completely. suppress our traditional freedom of thought 
and expression." 


League of American Writers 


The League of American Writers has beendesignated by the Attorney 
General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


T-15 advised that in 1939, VERA CASPARY was a member of the faculty 


of a school for writers set up by the Hollywood chapter of the League of American 
Writers. 


ape 


mH Hm (Om [ae 


LA 100-22897 


The "Clipper" for May, 1941, No. 3, the official publication of 
the Hollywood chapter, League of American Writers, listed VERA CASPARY as 
signing a call to the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers to 
be held in New York in June, 191. 


T~16 advised that VERA CASPARY was a dues-paying member of the 
League of American Writers for the years 191, 1942, and a part of 193. 


T~17 stated that VERA CASPARY had taught at the Hollywood School 
for Writers, which was operated by the League of American Writers. 


The National Council of American-Soviet Friendship has been designated 
by the Attorney General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


The "Daily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper, for 
October 23, 1943, page 3, column 1, listed VERA CASPARY, writer, as a member 
of the Motion Picture Committee of the National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. 


Hollywood Writers’ Mobilization for Defense 


The Hollywood Writers' Mobilization for Defense has been designated 
by the Attorney General to be within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


T-17 advised in 193, that VERA CASPARY was a member of the Hollywood 
Writers' Mobilization for Defense, 


T-18 advised that VERA CASPARY was a member of the Hollywood Writers! 
Mobilization for Defense in 19). 


People's Educational Association, also known as 
eople's Educational Center 


The People's Educational Association, also known as the People's 
Educational Center, has been designated by the Attorney General to be withip 
the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


The "Daily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper, for 
October 1, 1946, page 5, announced that VERA CASPARY was one of a number of 
Hollywood writing figures who would lecture on a course in great American 
novels and novelists given by the People's Educational Center, to be held 
every Tuesday night at the Screen Cartoonists! Hall, beginning October 8, 1916. 
The "Daily People's World" for December 2, 196, page $, announced that the 
People's Educational Center, 1717 North Vine, would present VERA CASPARY in 
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a lecture on "Women in Literature and Popular Fiction," at the Screen 
Cartoonists' Hall, 7262 Yucca, at 8:00 p.m. on December 3, 19h6. 


T-19 advised, in 1948, that VERA CASPARY had been one of the sponsors 
of the theater school of the People's Educational Center. 


Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council 


T-20 advised in July, 1950, and again in August, 1950, that the 
Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council is the Southern California 
chapter of the National Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council of New York. 
The informant, a member of the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
Council at the present time, and formerly a member of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood for ten years, stated that the policies of the organization on 
important issues are controlled by individuals who have been members of the 
Communist Party within the informant's own experience. The informant stated, 
however, that mere membership in the organization does not, of itself, 
indicate Communist Party membershio. 


The "Los Angeles Daily News," a Los Angeles metropolitan daily 
newspaper, for July 8, 19:7, carried an article concerning a five-day con- 
ference called by the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council, for 
the purpose of examining a growing tendency to restrict freedom of individual 
expression. The article listed VERA CASPARY as one of the prominent Hollywood 
writers who would participate in the literature panel at the conference. 


T~21 advised in September, 199, that VERA CASPARY was one of twenty~ 
one signers of a telegram, which was prepared and sent by the Hollywood 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council to GARSON KANIN, 246 West Forty- 
fourth Street, New York, approving his statement concerning the Peekskill 
incident. 


~21 advised in January, 1950, that VERA CASPARY had been requested 
by DAVIPKROBISON to protest to the management of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel, 
Hollywood, because the hotel management had indicated that the Hollywood 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council would not be permitted to hold a 
scheduled meeting at the hotel. VERA CASPARY indicated that she would make 
such a protest on behalf of the Hollywood Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
Council. DAVID ROBISON was then Executive Director of the Hollywood Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions Council. 


T-22, who is generally familiar with the membership of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Party and Communist Party front organizations from 
1930-1939, advised that he had no information that VERA CASPARY was a member 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party during that period. 
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T~23, who was familiar with the membership of the northwest (Cultural) 
section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party and Los Angeles County 
Communist Political Association during the period of 1943 to 195, had no 
information indicating that VERA CASPARY was a member of either organization 
during that period. 


T-2h, a leading functionary of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party until 1945, advised that he had no information concerning VERA CASPARY, 
and did not know her to have been a member of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party. 


T-25, who was familiar with the membership of the Los Angeles 
County Communist Party from 1946 to 1947, had no information concerning 
VERA CASPARY. 


T-20, a member of the Los Angeles County Communist Party for ten 
years up until 198, advised that he did not know VERA CASPARY as ever having 
been a member of the Communist Party. 

T-26, a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood from 195 to 
1948, had no information concerning VERA CASPARY. 


III. DESCRIPTION 


Name and aliases VERA CASPARY GOLDSMITH, nee Vera Caspary, 
also known as Mrs. Isadore G. Goldsmith 

Residence 1454 Blue Ridge Drive, Beverly Hills, 
California 

Occupation Novelist, screen writer 

Marital status Married 

Husband ISADORE G. GOLDSMITH 

Age 51 

Born November 13, 1899, Chicago, Illinois 

Height 5st 18 

Weight 120 pounds 

Hair Gray 

Eyes Gray 

Peculiarities Long, slender face 
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On June 20, 194, CNDI LA JO-1 advised Spefial Agent GERALD S. 
QUINLAN that VERA CASPARY had contacted JOHN HOWARB{LAWSON, Communist Party 
member (later one of the Hollywood Ten), and suggested that he read a new 
novel concerning the revolutionary movement in Italy. 


The "Daily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper, for 
January 21, 1946, listed VERA CASPARY as one of a number of people comprising 
a film committee sponsoring the Spanish Refugee Appeal for the benefit of a 
hospital in Southern France, to take care of Spanish veteran soldiers who were 
among the first to liberate Paris during Nazi domination. 


In March, 1947, CNDI LA 318) advised Special Agent E. BRUCE RYDER 
that VERA CASPARY, 1211 Horn Avenue, Los Angeles, was one of the stock~holders 
in the Hollywood Community Radio Group, which numbered more than twenty 
Communist Party members among the seventy-four stockholders. 


On December 20, 197, JOHWWKLORER, a screen writer and member of 
the Screen Writers! Guild, advised Special Agent EMMETT C. McGAUGHEY that 
on December 16, 19)7, VERA CASPARY and other members of the Screen Writers! 
Guild signed a petition calling for a general membership meeting of the 
Screen Writers' Guild, for the purpose of voting on a resolution calling for 
the Screen Writers! Guild to support writers who had been blacklisted by 
the studios and to continue the fight until certain producers "abandoned their 
collaboration with the Thomas-Rankin Committee and its illegal and unconsti- 
tutional acts and procedures." 


On February 2, 1918, ZOILS CONAN, secretary to WILLIAM PEARLBERG, 
producer, Twentieth Century Fox Studios, advised Special Agent LESLIE F. 
WARREN that VERA CASPARY, author of "Laura," was suspected of being a 
Communist, because of her association with the Unfriendly Ten and because 


of the fact that she slanted her writings to conform to the Communist Party 
line. 


The "Hollywood Citizen-News," for May 17, 1948, listed VERA CASPARY 
as contributing two hundred fifty dollars to the WALLACE campaign. 


The "Daily People's World," for October 25, 198, page 5, listed 
VERA CASPARY as one of five hundred signers of a statement endorsing HENRY 
WALLACE, 


ro 
On September 10, 194,8,'’CNDI LA RD-63 advised Special Employee JACK LW) 

HOUSEHOLDER that JEAN LIEBERMANN had borrowe atypewriter from VERA CASPARY, 

154 Blue Ridge Drive, Beverly Hills. JEAN LIEBERMANN is the subject of a 

case entitled "SOLOMON/LIEBERMANN, was; J ‘LIEBERMANN, was; ESPIONAGE = R" 

in which the San Fraricisco Office is the Office of Origin. (See San Francisco 

file 100-29196). 
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On Janua 5 19h9, CNDI LA 3302 advised Special Agent MARCUS M. 
BRIGHT that Se eon had in his possession the address of VERA CASPARY, 
145 Blue Ridge Drive, Beverly Hil}é, California. Concerning SIDNEY 

BENSON, whose real name is SID BERNSTEIN, T-20 advised that BENSON came 
to Los Angeles from New York in 1948, to assist the organizer for the 

rood Cultural Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, JOHN 


(STARR, in working with the writers! group of the Hollywood Cultural Section, 


os Angeles County Communist Party. 


The Bureau furnished a photostatic copy of a seven-page telegram 
directed to Justice JACKSON of the United States Supreme Court, dated 
April 28, 1950, calling on the Supreme Court to hear the appeal of the 
Hollywood Ten, in which VERA CASPARY was one of the names on the telegram. 


By letter dated March 23, 1951, the Washington Field Office forwarded 
to the Los Angeles Office a gopy of the hearings before the House Committee 
on un-American Activities Executive Session on March 8, 195]. During 
the questioning of V. J JEROME by the Committee, he was asked if he were 
acquainted with VERA CASPARY, and he declined to answer, claiming the privilege 
against self-incrimination. He gave the same answer to questions put to 
him by the Committee when they asked him whether VERA CASPARY was known by 
him to be a member of the Communist Party, and whether she had ever ever 
contributed funds to the Communist Party. 


The records of the Registrar of Voters were checked by Special 
Employee GENE L. BURGE on January 12, 1951; and the records of the Retail 
Merchants Credit Association, on January 16, 1951. 


The Identification Records of the Los Angeles Police Department 
and the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office were checked by Special Employee 
BERNARD W. McCARTHY on January 12, 1951. 


As reflected in the details of this report, a reliable source 
placed VERA CASPARY in the Communist Party in the late 1930's and in 190. 
Although she has been active in Communist-front organizations since that 
time, no information has been developed in the Los Angeles Office that she 
has ever been a member of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, and in 
view of her limited activities at the present time in front groups, no 
recommendation is being made for a Security Index Card on VERA CASPARY. 
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INFORMANT 


CNDI LA 333 to Special Agent JOHM M. CASHEL, January 12, 1951, 
and April 2, 1951. 


Files of the National Republic Magazine, made available by 
WALTER STEELE to the Bureau. 


CNK 21 to Agents of the New Haven Office, in May, 19l)5. 


LOUIS BUDENZ to Special Agent WILLIAM J. McCARTHY of the 
New York Office on June 30, 1950. 


United States Customs Service, Los Angeles, in August, 190. 
STANLEY DECKER, then Chief of Detectives, Pasadena Police 
Department to Special Agent JAMES G. FINDLAY on April 15, 192. 
DECKER's source was FLORIAN DE DONATO, Manager, California 
Intelligence Bureau, State Building, Los Angeles. 

CNDI LA XW-7 to Special Agent WALTER N. KUNTZ, on October 1, 19)3. 
CNDI LA CVR-7 to Special Agent LELAND G. LEE, JR. on 

June 29, 194, and to Special Agent JOSEPH A, MORRIS on 
September 22, 19); and September 25, 19h. 

JAMES McGUINNESS of the Motion Picture Alliance for the 
Preservation of American Ideals, Hollywood, California, to 
Special Agent JAMES G. FINDLAY, in October, 19). 

SF 1350 to Agents of the San Francisco Office in October, 19h). 
SF 1370 to Agents of the San Francisco Office in October, 19h). 
SF 1175 to Agents of the San Francisco Office in March, 19). 
Anonymous 


JOHN KLORER, screen writer, to Special Agent EMMETT C. McGAUGHEY, 
on November 8, 1918 


ROBERT M. of the New York Office to Agents of that office, 
in 191. 


CNDI LA 3242 to Special Agent BERNARR M. PTACEK, on June , 198. 


CNDI LA 1138 to Special Agent JAMES G. FINDLAY, in September, 1913. 
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T+19 
T-20 


T-21 


T=22 


T-23 


TH-24 


TH25 
T~26 


CNDI LA 3293 to Svecial Agent BERNARR M. PTACEK, on 
February 21, 199. 


CNDI LA 3243 to Special Agent BERNARR M. PTACEK, on March 31, 1918. 


Confidential Source LA 30) to Special Agent MARCUS M. BRIGHT, 
on July 26, 1950 and February 14, 1951. 


CNDI LA CD 60 to Special Employee HOMER E. YOUNG on 
September 19, 1949, and to Special Employee HAROLD R. EVANS 
on January 8, 1950. 


Confidential Source LA 3 to Special Agent ROY ANDREW PETERS, 
on April 3, 1951. 


CNDI LA 2900 to Special Agent JOHN R. VICARS, on November 16, 193, 
August 31, 1943, June 30, 194, January 8, 195, January 16, 195, 
February 26, 1915, May 19, 1945, and July 18, 1945. 

CNDI LA 3437 to Special Agent ROMNEY STEWART, on February 6, 1951. 
CNDI LA 3200 to Special Agent MARCUS M. BRIGHT, in May, 19h17. 


CNDI LA 3465 to Special Agent MARCUS M. BRIGHT, February 14, 1951. 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter to Los Angeles, dated January 2, 1951. 
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Your attention te directed to the letter from tt -) 
ew York dated “-ugust 26, 1250 conecrning captioned 
individ: al and bearing the character "Internal Seev ity - 2. Paty ah 
In that letter tnj formation is set forth which was recetved oF \ 

from Louts 3ucengz concerning this indtutdual. 

It is requested that you aubatt a ecu rent report 
enbcdytng all information in your possession concerning thte 
subject. It ts noted ticet p-evtous reports submitted in this 
cas? were under the character of "Internal Security - F" and 
were marked "Personal and Confidenttal."” It is sscoested that 
you tncorporate pertinent infornation contained in those reports 
into your current repo t on this subject. Confidential sources 
should, of courses, be protected tnasmuch as the Bureau intends to 
dieseminate your report. You should determine whether a Security 
Index Sard is warranted on thts subject at this time. 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ee : Tireetor, FRI ass DATE: August 28, 1950 
4 ree ‘ a 
- FROM : SAC, New York sa | 

~ -SuBIRCT:. SBE Hman GispaRy (LOUIS BUDENZ 400) 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R 


LOUIS F, BUDENZ, formerly managing editor of the "Daily Worker" 
and a Comaunist Party functionary until he broke with the Party in October, 
1945, has been interviewed during the past few months concerning the 
concealed Communists whom he knew, ‘The person named above as the subject 
of this case, was one of those individuals whom BUDENZ deseribed as a 
concealed Communist. BUDENZ describes a concealed Gommunist as one who 
does not hold himself out as a Communist and who would deny membership 
in the rurtye 


SUDENZ advised SA WILLIAM J. MU CARTHY, JRyy On June 30 1950 
of all ite knew concerning the subject that he felt was pertinent, Oa 
dictated this invormation tc a stenographer of this office, who was present 
durin, the interview. 


Hie used, in order to bring out all he lmew about the subject, the 
followin: set of questions. He considered all questians in connection with 
this subject. Where he did not comment on sone particular question as to the 
activity of the subject, then it is secause he had no knowledge, If he 
recalled anythin» about the subject as u result of these questions he dictated 
what he knew, The questions are as follows: 


1. Identify individual 
a. Jf observed a description and other identifying data; 


b. if not seen, enough descriptive data about individual to positively re 
ide: tify him or ner; ne 
c. Any aliases wo 


2. wWarrate how he knows individual as a Communist, 
a, if scen at a closed meeting, get date, place and persons present at 
meeting; 
b. If told officiasly that individual was a Communist, who said it, what 
were the circumstances, and who was presents 
c. iieslate all occasions when he met or heard of individual as Comnunist. 


3. Docume.rts ie 
a. Did individual ever write anything that might be considered Communist ad 
literatures / 


1. or "Daily Worker", "New Masses", "Political affairs", LOM 
ony Lront publicatiens or otner publications, ‘4 ; ee 
fs ; A fp 
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Letter to Director 


4 Fronts 


Was individual active in frent organizations. 
a. iich organizations 
b. How active was individual 


Espionage 
Was individual ever involved in secret work; 
What Work; 


Who knew it; 
Did individual ever do any special work for party. 


Z 


Is individual still active or sympathetic toward Party. 


Can you recall any trips abroad particularly to Russia and the 
approximate date of the trips? Can you recall the nature of the trips. 


Did you ever hear that he had attended any of the training schools in 
Russia? , 


. 


Did this subject appear to have entree to the Russian Consulate or 
did he receive special consideration and attention from kne@wn Russian 
Agents or Communist Officials in U.S.? 


Is the subject working for the U.S. Government or is he affiliated in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 


Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
U.S. Army, other service? 


Wes this individuel employed in vital industry? 
Do you know any other members of his family who are Communists? 


Do you know of any other activity on the part of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a concealed Communist? 


Additional questions were asked as a result of his answers to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his information. 


é 
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Letter to Director 


Attached is a blind memcrandum dictated by LOUIS F. BUDENZ 
and containing all the pertinent informatien concerning the subject which 
BUDENZ could presently recnllect. 


The original of each memo has been reviewed by Mr. BUDENZ and he 
has made any necessary corrections and he has signed the original, The 
Signed original of each memn is being retained in the emnfidential iniormant 
file o1 LUUIS FP. BUDENZ, NY file 62-8983, 


Since the individuals such as the subject oi this case are, 
according to LUDENZ, concealed Communists and since they are, in most 
instances, persons of some prominence, it is suggested that if the 
information appearing in the attached blind memo is reported, then Nr. 
BUDEMZ sheuld be given a temperary confidential infor man symbcl, 


For the information of the Bureau the subject is one of the 00 
concealed Communists whom BUDENZ stated he knew. The names of these 
cencealed fcmmunists were sent to the Bureau in the case captioned "Communist 
Party, USA, Internal Security -C", 


VERA CASPARY 
Script writer. 


MISS CASPARY was called to my attention officially by 
V. J. J#ROWE in the late 1930's or early 1940's as a member of the Communist 
Party, this having arisen over the discussion in regard to the professionals 
who would sign the list in defense of Soviet Russia on the Moscow trials. 
While I am not sure that she signed this liat, JEROVE atated that she had 
been a Communist for some time. During the 19)0ts I was advised that 
MISS CASPARY was a Communist, such advice cowing from A.EXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
and daCK STACHEL. 
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PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 


_ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Review of file reflects that VERA CASPARY'S membership in 
CP not definitely established. Subject not an employee 

of OWI. Presently in London for purpose of writing screen 
play for the novel "Bedelia", 


Pan oe 


Bureau File #101-6700 
Report of Special Agent FRANK J. KENEY, 


Los Angeles, March 31, 1945. 


DETAILS; 


i. 


A review of the files of the Los Angeles Field Vivision reflects 
that VERA CASPARY'S membership in the Communist Party has not been definitely 
established, Although she is a contact of many prominent Communists and 
Soviet sympathizers there is no indication that she is a member of the Party. 


Investigation reflects that she is not an employee of OWI. 
A review of the file reflects that CASPARY wrote a story entitled "War Workers" 
for OWI and was paid by the Motion Picture Bureau of New York City; however, 

she has never been on the OWI payroll and was not considered an employee. 


Subject received a passport on December 11, 194) for a trip 
to the British Isles and according to information furnished the State Depart- 
ment this was for the purpose of writing a screen play for the novel "Bedelia", 
Bubject departed from Halifax on January 19, 1945. In view of subject's depart~ 
ure from the United States no further investigation is being conducted. 
~CLOSED=- 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 5 
Poe ; Pima 4 % BS : ; 
ie ees REGORDED - 
EX ut 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


ey \ ; 
( $-Bureau COPIES DESTROYED] ° 
1%6 MAR 22 1961 


WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 


RG: 65 
Box: 00124 Folder:0002 Document: 1 
Series: Classification 101 


Copies: 1 Pages: 1 


ACCESS RESTRICTED 
The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 


Folder Title: 101-6700 

Document Date: 05-08-1945 
Document Type: Memorandum 

From: Director FBI John Edgar Hoover 
To: M.J. Lynch 


Subject: Vera Caspary Internal Security-R 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated in 
general and specific record group restriction statements which are available 
for examination. 


NND: 44228 
Withdrawn: 10-20-2006 by: 


RETRIEVAL #: 44228 00124 0002 1 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


This case oricinareo ar LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA rites 100-1 7199 
WASHINGTON, D.C. | 4/23/45 | Ran | WILLIAM P. MORRISON WPA JAG 
vena” CASPARY | INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


i 
t 


" PERSOHAL ‘AND conrt TIAL 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject received a passport on December 11, 194k, 
for an intended trip to the British Isles which 
trip, according to letters to the State Depart- 
ment, was for the purpose of writing a screen play 
for the novel "Bedelia." Last information avail- 
able indicated subject's departure from Halifax 

on January 19, 1945. Information from previous 
passport applications set out. 
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REFERENCE $ 101-6700. Report of Special Agent FRANK J. KEENEY 
dated March 31, 1945, at Los Angeles, California 
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Yeonfidential national defense informant S-75, known to 
the Bureau, made available from the records of the Department of sia 
the following information. f car 


DETAILS : T WASHINGTON, D. C. 


On January 12, 1931, VERA CASPARY received pasenine we ‘, ae 
No. 336,298, upon her application in which she stated she intendet%o® > 
make a three months! trip to England and France for the purpose, bf hovi~-- 
day travel. In applying for the passport, she stated she was born in< 4 
Chicago, Dlinois, on November 13, 1899, and that her father adhe S 
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was born in Sauk City, Wisconsin; he is now deceased. At the time of her 
passport application, she resided at 25 West 68th Street, New York City, and 
was employed as a writer. 


Passport No. 593,511 was issued on December 14, 1938, to CASPARY 
who stated in applying therefor she intended to make a six months! trip to 
Mexico, France, and England for pleasure. At this time subject resided at 
Grist Mill Road, Norwalk, Comnecticut. As her witness of identity for the 
purpose of a passport application, CASPARY furnished the affidavit of PAUL 
S. SINGER, 50 West 53rd Street, New York City, with whom she had been ac~ 
quainted for 15 years. 


On November 1), 19, subject applied for a passport stating in her 
application she intended making a six months! trip to England to “work in 
motion picture industry (writing screen play from original work). In connec- 
tion with the passport application on December 5, 19h, the subject wrote the 
Passport Division she was now in New York City and could be contacted in care 
of CURTIS¥Y@HOWN Limited, 37 Madison Avenue, New York City. In this letter 
CASPARY pr mised to send certified copies of her contract with the English 
company when they arrived. 


Prior to this letter, the State Department had received a letter 
from NAT La YPOTDSTONE, a writer's representative at 9121 Sunset Avenue, Holly- 
wood, in whith he advised that the novel and film rights to the novel "Bedelia" 
had been purchased by the Rank organization in London, and that CASPARY had 
contracted to write the screen play from the novel, and she should do it at 
the production center. 


On December 11, 194, the State Department issued passport No. 606 
to the subject upon her application, information from which has been set out 
above. 


On January 10, 1945, CASPARY wrote the Department of State she was 


leaving the United States on January 16, 1945, and would leave for England 
from Halifax, Nova Scotia, on January 19, 19))5. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


by TITLE é CHARACTER OF CASE 


C} 
VERA CASPARY, wa. Mrs, Victor Caspary INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
; PERSONAL AND CON 


REFER 5 I. S. 


VERA CASPARY arrived in San Francisco 2-27-45 
with “WILLARD VAN DYKE, Hollywood motion picture 
Director, to visit child care centers at the 
Richmond Shipyards in connection with the 
preparation of an OWI film dealing with state 
child care centers, to be shown in neutral 
countries after the war as an example of 
democracy at work, While in San Francisco 
contacted LOUISE R. BRANSTEN, C. LESLIE 
COLLINS, his wife, HAZEL COLLINS, and other 
prominent Communists and Soviet sympathizers. 
While in San Francisco resided at the Lake 
Merritt Hotel, Oakland, under the name Mr. 

and Mrs. VICTOR CsSPARY. Left for Los 

Angeles October 2, 1944. 


eee ety te ct a _ 
++ ecioenemnaliae | 


cal 


"DRILL 


Hed 


DECLA Rr nry y 


RUG 


AT OAKLAND, C..LIFORNIA: 


MNConfidential Informant SF _137Q. reported that on September 

. 25, 194A VI..DIMIBXCOSENER of Los ingeles communicated with LOUISE R. 

ae NSTEN in San Francisco and told her that VER/. Ci.SPLRY, a friend Af 
is, was coming to San Francisco and would need a place to stay, ; 


DETiILS: 


PORWARDES: Ky an cage = DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES She BL 
COPIES DEstny aD ed fede oo + &y RECORDED 
A126 MAR Ee Be THIS REPORT ‘ & 
: 361 owe bos eee INDEXED 
/5~Bureau cory in <> a at. 
3-Los ingeles eMors if, 4948 
j-New York City (Info.) \tC. ca -% 
3~San Francisco >\ GAY 4 i : cae ee 
he 4 ~ 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—37952-1 


S. Fran. 100-24767 


Confidential Informant SF 1301 advised that immediately 
upon VERA CASPeRY's arrival ‘> San Francisco September 27, 1944 she 
communicated with LOUISE R. BRANSTEN whom she had not met before. 
CiSPLRY expressed her appreciation of BRANSTEN's offer to find her a 
place to stay in San Francisco, and stated that she would probably 
stay in Oakland at the home of a movie director's mother that night 
since Oakland would be closer to the shipyards. They arranged to get 
together, at LOUISE R. BRANSTEN's home on September 30, 1944. 


During the late afternoon of September 27, 1944, accord- 
ving t ‘onfidential Informant SF 1350, VERA CiSPRY talked with HiZEL 
“COLLINSS introducing herself as “a friend of VLADIMIR POSENER. She men— 
“tioned she wes with the OL, in torm to do a picture on the 
KAISER Shipyards with “TfL, nh ac, the movie director. CASP/RY 
desired information abo. ihe shipyards which the Publicity Department 
would not, furnish, HAZ" SOILINS agrecd to talk to her husband, Dr. 

C, LESLIE*6OLLINS, who was employed at the Permenente Hospital, Richmond, 

about whom to see to secure the desired information. C.ASPARY accepted 
H3ZEL COLLINS! invitation to call upon them September 28, 1944. VERA 

CASPARY elso mentionec. she wa, staying at the Lake Merritt | Hotel. 

During the conversation HiZEL CCLLINS suggested that CASPARY attend 

the opening of the Califcriia Labor School, East Bay Branch, Saturday 

night, September 3C, 1944, where she night get some good ideas about 

the shipyards. 


SIS cence Informant $F 1350 stated that on September 
28, 1944 VER: Cs3 : and “FILLAHD VAN DYKE visited the COLLINS at their 
home, 661 ioosmont: ae. Porkeley. 
i 

Phonsipentica Informaxt S£,1326 report ed that. LEN AHEDLEY 
arranged with EDIT COINS for CsSPARY to meet with DAVEAJENKINS 
(Director of the Califoimia Labor Schcol) at 7:30 PM, Sunday, October 1, 
194b. . 


Confidential Informant SP 1379 cisclosea that on September 
30, 1944 VERS CiSPARY attenasd « dinner party at the home of LOUISE R. 
BRANSTEN that evening. Those present in addition to LOYIS® R. BRANST 
md VER..-CaSPARY were JOHMPITTMAN, NANCY?PITUIN, TON! ge MiTT 
MGR FORD, REVELES*UAYTON , and young ‘ TOMMYISRANSTEN, LOUISE R. BRANSTEN's 


son. During the dinner party ChSPLRY imparted, among other things, 
the following inform*tion to those present: 


She was in the San Francisco area working on an OT 
film to be shown in neutr2l countries. The one she was working on 
dealt with state child care centers and would be shown in neutral 
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countries after the war to show democracy at work, CASPARY has a home 
in Connecticut which she is trying to sell, and spends some time in 
New York City each year. In Los Angeles she shares an apartment with 
another girl who knows a lot of "stiff shirts." CASPARY lived in 
England for about < month in 1933, and may go back there, although she 
may be sent to sustralia before she returns to Ingland. “hen C:SPARY 
was in England she saw the May Day parade, and followed it all day. 


The files of the San Francisco Field Division reflect 
that 11 of the above persons with whom CaSPsRY came into contact 
were members of the Communist Pofitical Association and Soviet sympa— 
thizers. 


The records oseSnfidentiel Informant SF lz.reflect that 
one VERa CaSPaRY, 2 wricer, was a sporsor for the Civil Rights Conference 
held in Sen. Francisco Szptember 27 anc 23, 1941. In addition, they 
reflect that es of September 27, 1941 VERA CASPARY was reportedly al 
member of the National Federation for fionstitutional Liberties. 


On Septem>cr 11, 19 ntial Informant SF 1175 
made available what arosers to be an zi oe of a Californ 

Action Conference under ts auspices of the Civil Rights Council of 
Northern California, 177 Post Cireet, Sen Francisco, and the National 
Federation for Constitutional mee Southern California Branch, 

257 South Spring Street, Los Angeles. nm this item sppears the names 

of the officers of the National mederataon for Constitutional Liberties 
and the names of the sponsors for the California ‘ction Conference. One 
VERA CASPARY, Los Angeles, was included in the list of sponsors. No 
date was shown on this announcement, but Confidential Informant SF 12 
advised that it was in all probability referring to the Civil Rights - 
Conference held in San Prancisco Septenber 27 and 28, 1941. 


PRANK PLuSHMéN, Glerk, Lake Mevritt Hotel, exhibited 
records reflecting that Mr. and “rs, VICTOR CaSP.RY, 1211 Horn Avenue, 
Los Angeles, registered at tic hotel September 26, 194i and were given 
Room No. 1303. They aevarsed Ortober 2, 1544 without leaving 4 for- 
warding address, FLASHMAN examined tne regishra*ion c=rd and-stated 
that he had registered Mr. and M Be VICTOR Cacr RY, bus could not 


recall whether Mrs. CASPARY registéred «loie 7.06 did not know if two 
persons occupied the room. He did recall that upen Mrs. CASPARY's 
leaving she mentioned she was returning to Los Angeles. It should se 


be noted that it is common practive for hotels in Oakland and the ' 
vicinity to require 2 person who desires 2 single room to register 
double so that the hotel records reflect totel occupancy of the avail-~ 
able rooms, 
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FLASHMAN exhibited hotel records which reflected that 
the following telephone calls were made from Room 310 between September 27, 
1944 and October 2, 1944: 


September 27, 1944 — Thornwall 0884 - This telephone is listed to 
C. LESLIE COLLINS, 661 Woodmont Avenue, Berkeley, California. 


September 27, 1944 ~ Fillmore 6114 - Listed to VERNOMELLEY, 2583 Post 
Street, San Francisco. The 1943 San Francisco Directory lists Mrs, 

T. L. ALLEY at this address. There is no information available in the 
San Francisco files concerning these individuals. 


September 28,-1944 ~ Thornwell 0884 - Listed to C. LESLIE COLLINS. 


September 28, 1944 = Piedmont 9469 — Listed to Trader Vic's, a 
restaurant, 6500 San Pso.1.0 avenue, Oakland. 


September 28, 1944 - Douglas 7016 - Listed to DAVIDJEEDLEY, 20 Romalo 
Place, San Francisco. The files of the San Francisco Field Division 
reflect that DiVID EEPLEY is the husbard of LEN: HEDLEY. 


September 28, 1944 -— West 3227 - Listed to LOUISE R. PRANSTEN, 2626 
Green Street, San Francisco. 


September 28, 1944. —- Thornwall C88L. ~ Listed to C. L=SLIF COLLINS. 


September 28, 1944 -— Humboldt 2780 - Listed to L. Wee IFTYKE, 200 
John Street, Oakland. The 7.943 Oakland City Directory lists PEsRL 
ie VAN DYKE, widow of L. 7, VAN DYKE,as residing at this address. 
There is no information in she files of the San Francisco Field 
Division concerning these individuals. It is noted that PRARL A. 
Vi DYKE may be the mother of WILLARD VN DYKS, 


September 28, 1944 -. Ashberry 1049 - Listed to Mes. MELLNCTONSBSENETT , 

1510 Spruce Street, Serkeley. The 1943 Oakland Jity Directory lists 

EDNA MELANCTONSSLRNETT, widow of KENTON RINTET?, residing at this 

address, There was no information available in the San Francisco files 
concerning these individuals. 


September 28, 1944 ~ Richmond 2165 - Listed to Suverintendent of 
Schools, Richmond, California. 


September 28, 1944 — Richmond 5040 - Listed to the City of Richmond 
Housing authority, Administration Building, Ohio and Canel Streets, 
Richmond. = 
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September 28, 1944 ~ Richmond 1982 — Listed to the City of Richmond 


Housing Authority, Communities Activities Department, Wine and Virginia 
Streets, Richmond, 


September 29, 1944 - Crest View 6-1071 in Los Angeles - No information 
concerning this teleovhone call was available in the San Francisco Field 
Division. 

af 
September 29, 1944 — Fillmore 6146 - Listed to VICTORALICHTENSTEIN, 
3145 Washington Avenue, San Francisco. The 1945 San’Prancisco City 
Directory lists VICTOR LICHTENSTEIN, a music teacher, at this address, 
There was no information available in the San Francisco files concerning 
this individual, 


September 29, 1944 - Kellog 2-1275 - Listed to hom emafaionnr 3073 
Mountain Blvd., Oakland, The 1943 Oakland City Directory lists NORBAN 
F, DONANT, with wife, MAY YANT, at this address. There was no 
information available in thé San Francisco files concerning this 
individual. 


October 2, 1945 — Garfield 1571 ~ Listed to the Southern Pacific 
Company Service Bureau. 


On October 2, 1942 Mrs. VICTOR CASPARY sent a telegram 
to ARTHUR“SERAYN (writing illegible), Los Angeles. ¥ 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
THE LOS aNGELES FIELD DIVISION 


At_Los Angeles, California: 


Will identify the subscriber to telephone No. Crest View 
6-1071. 


Will endeavor to ascertain the identity of ARTHUR STRA™N 
(writing illegible) 


4 copy of this report is teing decirrated for the New 
York City Field Division in view of sibjectis pogsile involvement in 
the COMRAP Case, 
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bubject presently in London, iingland in connection 

with production of one of her plays. She is american 
born writer who has resided in the Los Angeles area 

for many years. Subject has been identified for 

several years as a frequent member of Commnist front 
organizations and a contact of known Communists. 
Reported to maintain a separate residence in Connecticut. 
Frior to recent trip to ingland she engaged in yplcing 
for O,W,.I. Contact of ViADINIR-POS ENER, LOUISB™BRANSTEN, 
CLGA*KHLOPKOVA ana V. VIPASTCEV. Additional contacts 
iaentified. 
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REFERENCE s Bureau File 101-6700, 


Bureau letter to Los angeles dated January 18, 1945. 
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DETAILS : The subject of this investigation on many occasions in the past | 
has come to the attention of the Los Angeles Field Office as a 

result of her interest in, and affiliation with, various organizations which 

have been identified in varyin: degree as being under the control and 

domination of Communist influences, Inasmuch as the information concerning 

her activities in these organizations has already been furnished to the Bureau | 

in report form, the purpose of this report will be satisfied by a summary of cx sy 

the information heretofore reported. Such information may be summrized as  . 
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VERA CASPARY was born on November 14, 1899 at Chicago, 
Illinois; presently resiaes at 1211 Horn Avenue, los Angeles. Subject has 
peen identified as being actively interested in the following organizations, 
all of which have veen aescribed es Communist front SREP AER EROS Hollywood 
se ae of American Wiriteref# Hollywood School for Writers; Hollywood 
Anti-iiazi League}7talifornia Action vonference for. Givil Rights (Called. by the. 
National Federation for Constitutional liberties }7*iol}ywood Yiriters siobilization 
for Defense ;*American Committee to dave, .efugees; thevExiled Vriters' Committee; 
~United American spanisn Aig Committee Mtiollywood Democratic Committee; Motion 
Picture Conmittee of the Meational Council of American-Soviet Friendship. She 
was sent a personal invitation to attend bancuet of the American Youth for 
Democracy held in hollywood, California on December 1, 1944. Subject was 
identified as a subscriber to the People's World, Conmmunistic West Coast 
publication. She was a subscriber to this publication as of June, 1942, at 
which time sue lived at 10846 Landale Street, North Hol ood, California; 
received issues of the Lioscow News, mailed to her by ROKOTCV, P.O. Box : 
627, iioscow, USSR. 


Subject was assigned by the Hollywood Writers iiobilization 
to write a series of short subjects which had been requested by the Office of 
war Information. She is reported to have left Los Angeles on November 11, 
1942 fcr tne purpose of going to New York in order to confer with officials 
of the O.W.t. concerning tne writing assignnent,. 


In an article written by KUGENK*TYONS, entitled "It ties 

Smart To Be xed", which appeared in the Saturday Hvening Post in Lecember, 

1959, subject's name was stated to have been found among the signers of a public 
statement which supported the verdicts of the Moscow trials of the Trotsk:ite- 
Bukharingte elements. In addition, it was stated that subject's name appeared 
in the bei ly Worker" among a list of some four hundred signers who on August 
14, 1939 released a manifesto vehemently denying "The fantastic falsehood that 
the USSR ana the totalitarian states are basically alike". This statement was 
issued only seven days before tie announcement of the Russian-Cerman Pact. 


information concerning subject's activities in writing on 
behalf of the Office of War Information has been previously furnished to the 
Bureau, ‘the pertinent information concerning her activity in this regard may 
pe stated as follows: Source A was interviewed on November 20, 1944 for the 
purpose of uetermining whether subject was actuallyemployed by the 0.W.1. 
Upon the mention of subject's name Source A stated that he recalled that some 
six months before subject had requested the 0.W.I. to obtain a pass for her 
in order that she might enter certain war plants. This permission was refused 
her, according to Source A, when it was learned from San Francisco source that 
subject was engaged in "subversive activities". Source further stated that it 
was his uncerstending that the subject had never actually been an employee of 
the O.W.2. out had submitted scripts for the consideration of that office. 
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Upon questioning of Source B concerning subject's activity as 
@ writer on behalf of O.W.I. it was ascertained that the subject had made a 
trip to the Sen Francisco area for the purpose of visiting the Kaiser Shipyards 
co obtain information for a documentary short wnich the 0.7.1. intended to use, 
The story written by the subject, based on information obtained on this trip, 
was not used by the O.ii.1. Tne reason given for the refusal of the 0.W.I., to 
make use of the material of the subject was, according to Source B, oased on 
purely tecnnical reasons and had nothing to wo with the substance of the work : 
which she submitted. It is to ve noted that the expenses of subject's trip 
were paid by the 0."W.1. ‘he Sereen Writers Guild bulletin for October 1, 1944, 
page 5, contained an article wherein it was mentioned that tne subject was 
leaving for San Francisco with an 0.i/,.1. crew headed by WILLARD VAT DYKE 
to shoot a film at the Kaiser Shipyards. 


It has previously been reported that the subject is an acquaintance 
and frequent contact of VLADIMIR POSENER, a French alien and a writer, who 
resides in Los Angeles and who has figured prominently in investigations 
conducted oy tne Los angeles Field Office. In connection with subject's trip, 
to San Francisco, it has been reported that certain accomodations for her 
were arranzed by POSENER and LOUISE BRANSTEN of San Francisco. Subject. has 
on several occasions been reported in contact with Mr. and irs. V. V.XPASTOEV, 
the former Soviet Vice Consul at Los Angeles. On Jume 29, 1944, subject 
extended an invitation to OLGA KHLOPKOVA and Mrs. PASTOEV to attend a cocktail 
party to ve given by the subject on the 4th of July, 1944. 


fhe Registrar of Voters for Los angeles County has a record of 
the registration of the subject as Miss VERA CASPARY, 1211 Horne Avenue, West 
Hollywood, whose occupation is listed as writer. Subject claims to have been 
born in Illinois; to have formerly lived at 90644 Shoreham Drive; her Party 
affiliation is Democratic. 


the records of the Tax Assessor for Los Angeles County reflect 
tnat the property where subject resides, 1211 Horne Avenue, is owned by 
PAUL EDWARD PeRSZ. A pretext telephone call to the subject's residence on 
February 8, 1945 was meade by the writer. The pretext used was that the writer 
was interested in ascertaining whether tne property could be purchased and 
to that end desired to talk with the owner. The woman answering tne phone at 
the residence of the subject stated that inquiries of that nature should be 
made of a bir. SKADRON who eC uld be reached at HIllside 4151. This person is 
identical with the EURTARDATADRON, an accountant, who is located at 1133 Gordon 
Street, Los angeles, who is known to the Los angeles Field Office as a member 
of the Communist Party. kir. SKADRON was contacted by telephone, again under 
pretext, and he advised that iir. PEREZ, the owner of the property at 1211 Horne 
Avenue, does not live in the State of California ana that the property is under 
a two year lease which is due to expire in about November of 1946, 
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Tne records of the resistrar of Voters for Los angeles 
vounty reflect that there was also registered from 121] Horne Avenue one 
ARTHUR OES TRAWN, who is indicated to be in the United States army. STRAN's 
Party arfiliation is Democratic. 


The files of the Los Angeles Field Division contain information 
concerning this individual who formerly resided at 6350,frimrose Avenue, los 
Angeles, who is identified as a contact of JOHN HOWARDTIAWSON, & prominent 
Communist in tne Los Angeles area, as well as a film writer and leader of the 
intellectual Commmist element. STRAWN is further identified as a member of the 
Northwest Section of the Communist Party who was granted special leave, 
indicating that he had joined the armed forces. 


On January 27, 1945, an automobile bearing license 8 Mi 6683, 
1944 Culiftornia registration, was observea by the writer to be parked in the 
driveway of 1211 ttorne Avenue. ‘This automobile is registered to BERNARD 
SKADROM, previously mentioned, 


The subject is the author of a mystery novel entitled "Laura" 
which was recently produced as a motion picture and enjoyed considerable success. 
On the cover of the book "Jaura™ is found a short statement identifying the 
author of the book, VHRA CASPARY. ‘This statement reports that subject formerly 
worked in the advertising business, promulgated house organs and throwaways, 
worked in a public dance hall, started a mail order dancing course, edited 
"Fingerprint Magazine" and “Dance hagazine", In addition, she is stated to 
have written five novels, about twelve original motion picture stories and 
about sixscreen plays. Sne is iaentified as the author of the play "Night 
of June Thirteenth", It is stated that in addition to her home in Los angeles 
she maintains a separate home in Connecticut. 


Tne 1943-44 edition of the International Motion Picture Almanac 
contains a paragraph identifying the subject, which reads as follows; 


"CASPARY, VERA: Writer. b. Chicago, Ill., Nov. 13, 1904; 


freelance writer; contributor popular azines. Editor "The 
ce" magazine/author four novels, dies and Gents," 
white Girl," ar hae inathe Street," icker than Water," 


fiimpersse’ on play W3jind Mice." Wrote origina “The 
Might of June 13th," rking Girlgf" Par, 1932; oo 
Women are Dangerous," Fox, 1934; WPrivate Scandal", in 
collaboration wifh Bruce anning, Paramount, 1934, Wrote 
screen play of MI'1l iove You always," Columbia, 1935; 
Goilaborated on, grisineai Lee ee wire," Columbia; 
llaborated a are ftior aes RKO» In 1937; story 
Piasy Living," Paramount. In 1956 nfScandal Street," 
Paramount. Collavorated on story-Marvice Deluxe," Universal 
in 1940: PRing, Dance, Plenty hot,” Republic. In 1941: 
Coilaporated on screenplay Wlad; from Louisiana," Republic." 


~4< 
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The Retail Merchants Credit Association of Los Angeles contains 
a@ record concerning tne credit responsibility of the subject, as follows: 
Subject nas been a resident in the vicinity of Los Angeles since prior to 
1934, In April of 1941 sne was residing at 10846 Landale Street, North 
Hollywood, She inaicated as former addresses 1132 North Vista Street, Los 
angeles; 6626 Franklin Avenue, Los angeles, and Norwalk, Connecticut. She 
was described as a free lance writer wno is represented by serg and allenberg, 
agents, wno reported that in-pril of 1941 she was not at that time employed 
put that sie nad a substantial income. In June of 1940 she was writing for 
Universal Studios and in April of 1936 was also employed by the same studio 
as a writer. then interviewed in 1936 subject stated that she sold scripts 
to studios ana theaters and at tnat time-(in January) she was employed by 
Paramount Studios, but it was her intention to return to the ast. Report 
further indicates that she has been employed by Columbia Studios. The Liveright 
Publishing Company of New York City reported in May of 1934 that they had 
publishea tne stories and articles which the subject had written. In January 
of 1936, at the time of her interview, she claimed to have an incomedf about 
$2200.00 per month. Her agents at that time were Frank and Dunlap who, in 
April of 1936, reported her income averaged from $20,000.00 per year up. 
Subject formerly maintained a savings account at a Studio City Bank, and a 
commercial account in a Beverly Hills Bank. Both of these in May of 1941. 
At that time sne was a resident of North Hollywood which would account for 
her panking at studio City. Efforts are being made to identify the bank 
or vanxs at which the supject maintains her accounts. 


On February 19, 1945, Source C furnished certain information 
hereinafter set out reflecting tne senuing of telegrams by subject to persons 
hereinafter iuentified,. 


On October 1s, 1944, sudject directed a telegram to irs. OLGA 
fOrkwAN at the iotel vinaemer, Hast Chicago, Illinois. The content of the 
telegram was personal, indicating that subject's "good friend" MIRIAMASKIAR, 
was arriving in Unicago with her two small children on the way to New York, 
ire subject expressed her wish that SKLAR be entertained by Mrs. FORHIAR. 


On Octover 13, 1944, subject directed a telegram to NAQLT | 
BURTON, care of Curtis-Zsrown Limited, 347 iadison Avenue, New York. fhis 
velesram nad reference to the motion picture "Laura". 
? ~ On the following aates the supject sent ‘cablegrams to LoavORS 


GOlbswITH, 191 Wardour street, Lonuon, ungland; 10-19,31; 11-4,11-9,15~-4 
These cablegrams dealt with a business arrangement between CASPARY ana 
GOLDSiii Ti concerning a story, propably "Laura", which is being, or will be, 
proaucea in London, #nogland. The caplegrams mentioned the plans of subject 
to make a trip to ungland, The cablegram of Octooer 19th states in part 
"I must have complete proposition to show Passport Bureau before making 
application so please cavle offer and terms. Naturally I trust you to make 
gooa aeal vor me also can your film company do anytaing about transportation." 
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Tne caplesram of November i6th reaus in part "Send all cables care Curtis Erown 
347 Madison Avenue New York, ill await ship there". 


On November 15, 1944, subject directed a telegram to HurBERt 
waYaS of Good housekeeping Magazine, 57th Street ana Sighth Avenue, New York 
City. ‘The wire stated “Arrive tiednesday morning wire my New York address 
immeaiately if possible". 


On January 22, 1945, a telegram was sent to the subject signed 
by “BeguTn", wnicn read "Received letters and instructions will senda your 
papers to Englana if possivle", Tne sender of this telegram is believea to 
be BE2NARD SYADRON, previously mentionea in this report. ‘his telegram was 
adaresseu to tne subject at the Nova Scotian Hovel, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

In the February 2/, 1945 issue of the newspaper "Tne Los 
angeles Times" there appears in tne column of EDWIN SCHALLERT mention of 
subject's trip to London, The statement in SCHALLERT's colum is to the 
efiect tnat GLORGS SKLAR receivea a cavlegram from the subject sent from 
London, whicn stated that she had just arrived in London in consection with 
a play “iaura" which is presently running in London. By way of identification, 
SKLAR, according to information contained in the Los Angeles files, is the 
husband of iJPIAN SKLAR, voth of whom reside at 5480 North Fuller Street, Los 
angeles, s“nhey are members of the Communist Party. He is identified as a 
iter for Columbia studios. As of June 1, 1942 he was a subscriber to the 
eople's world, vest Coast Communist newspaper. SYLAR is further iuentified 
‘as being a personal friend of VLADIMIR POSENER, a French alien and writer, 
who has rigured prominently in investigation conaucted by the Los Angeles 
Field Office. Source 0 advised of a meeting between SKLAR and POSENER on 
Novenber 17, 1944, in which the subject's trip to London was discussed in 
brief. The informant credits SKLAR with the statement that subject was 
leaving Los Angeles for New York on November 19, 1944 and that the British 
Consulate (apparently in Los ingeles) was optimistic avout her being able to 
arrange passage to England. SKIAR further stated that the American State 
Department might raise some oostacles to her traveling to Europe. 


A mail cover was placed on the residence of subject, 121] 
Horne avenue, Los Anzeles, on January $1, 1945 for a period of thirty days. 
This cover revealed that an individual identified by the name Miss FLORA 
CHeLL receives mail at that address. It will be recalled that at the time 
of the pretext telephone cail to suoject's residence on February 8, 1945, 
the telephone was answered by a woman. ‘There is no reference to FLORA CEELL 
in the indices of the Los Angeles Field Office. 


The mail cover disclosed that subject receives tne puolication 
"In Fact", which is tae weekly news letter of GEORGE SELDES, published in New 
York. oubject received a communication trom the Screen Writers Guild of 
Hollyood, California indicating tne provability of her membership in that 
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group. She also received a communication from the American Democracy, 23 
west coéth street, New York City. 


Source « advised that on “ovember 23, 1944 an occupent of 
12il Horne avenue contactea 1923, iichigan avenue which is the resiuence 
of CRKAND, O8KarD is iaentified in tne files of the ios snveles 
Yield Division as being a member of the american Youth for Democracy as 
of January 25, 1944 and a subscriber to the People's World as of June 1, 
lg4c, 


The Decemoer 6, 1944 issue of "Variety", which is a motion 
picture trade publication, carries the following notation concerning the 
subject: "New York, December 5--J. ARTHUR RANK has Signed VERA CASPARY to 
prepare a scrivt on ner 'Bedeliat. Latter will be produced in England," 
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UN DEVse LOPE O Laads 


AT WASEINGTON, 0. C., will check the records of the State 
Department for passport issued to suoject who recently left tre Unived ttates 
for London, England. Will ascertain the purpose for which tne trip was made, 
tre duretion of subject's stay abroad and such other information as may be 
pertinent tc this investigation. 


FIELD DIVISION 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, will recontact ir. MAHER MOORE, 
administrative head of C.i.I., Taft Buildin;, Hollywood, for the purpose of 
ascertaining wnether he can furnish more specific information concerning the 
reported "subversive activities" of the subject which MOORE received from 
ean Francisco. 


Will continue efforts to ascertain the identity of banks 
at which suoject maintains accounts. 


Will contact informants in the film industry ana writing 
field tor the purpose of developing information concerning recent interests 
and activities of the subject. 


SOURCE A 


s 
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SOURCE C 


SOURCE wi 


CONFICEUTIAL 


Mr. MAHER MOORE, Administrative Head, O.W.I., Taft Building, 
Hollywood, Caiifornia. 


W. S. CUNNINGHAXZ, Chief, O.W.I. Bureau, Taft Building, 
Hollywood, California. 


Western Union Telegraph Company, 608 South Spring Street, 
Los Angeles California. 


SO ONP. INFT. 
C.N.D.I. Liedie UAP-17.. 


Southern California telephone Company, Los anveles, California. 


Information based on a toll call from subject's telephone 
to ANgelus 1-S873s,. 


op 


LW:KA 
1O1-67™ 
SA8, Log Angelos Jarmary 18, 1945 


John Sdgar Hoover - Director, Fadern! Bareau of Investigation 
ioe 


VERA O..9F ARY Sm 
INTTHNAl SECURITY » B 


The attention of the Les Angeles Cffice is aireeted tn the Burea: Letter 
dated Jamary 1, 1945, ceptioned "Vera Oasnary, Office of dar Infornation, Internal 
Security, Hatch Aet." 


Beemrse 0° Vers Crevary!: relationshi: Atl the Offies 0° Yar finformation, 
in connection with which ehe ervarently has ceceas: to ooverament nrofects and in- 
éustrial plants engaged in the manufacture of war enterisle, she ts in ae position to 
odtein vital infornation concernine thie nation's war effert which might be detri- 
mente) to the vest interests of the United States should it bs paesed on to a foreign 
power with which Yara Ceespary was eymmathetie. Ker moet recent eetivities ar éar to 
have been in connection with docusontary Tiinme, and at the orsgent tine the “irem 
fe interestod in the sstivitias of Irving lerner, chia? editor, director and producer 
of the Overseas 3ranch of the Motion Picture Burem of the Office of ¥ar Information 
in Hew York City which specializes in dooumentery films for foreten listribtion. 


You will redr]l that Yers Casnary has dean sentione! an minevots otensione 
in the various vooorts rionittes dn cenneetion vith the dontatera Appsratun. The 
Gasvary woman's activities a ould ba riven lactediete, thoreuch ond Atsereet investiga= 


tive attention. vo 
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Sac, ton angaied . Janvary 1, 1945 
John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of "nvestigation 
VERA CASPARY a 
A i GFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 
7 a INTERNAL SECURITY ~ HATCH ACT 
fe Z y 
ee Wh Reference is made to your letter dated December 2, 1944, in 
: which you request advice as to whether an investigation could be con- 
\ ducted under the Hatch Act inasmuch as the aubject receives payment for 


her stories from the New York Motion Picture Bureau rather than fron 
the Office of War Information. ; 


From your letter and the information obtained from the Office 
of War Information, it would appear that Caspary ies not a government - 1 
@. Any story sold by her is purchased as piece work by the “s es 
tr. TolwanGtt20q Of War Information, comparable to the purchasing of any material 
vet a, (RY, the government from an independent contractor. Caspary Has apparently 
never jsigned an cath of office with the Office of Far Information nér 
- does ghe perform any duties which would bind the United States Government. 


Te, Otoeos 


Gah eating In view of the above, there appears to be no basis for an fa- 

i owestigation under Section 9-A of the Hatch Act and any further investigation 

~  gondufted by yotir ‘ufttcé in ‘this matter should be carried under a Security 
Matter or Internal Security classification. 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum + ontrep sTATES GOVERNMENT oe 


; DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DATE: 12/2/hh 
Dae SAC, LOS ANGELES 


{ ; 9 
SUBJECT: vera CAsPARY ied, ; t}, ia 
OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION \ be ly Shy moRe 
INTERNAL SECURITY - HATCH ACT jeu? 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated November 11, i9l wherein 
information is noted that subject supposedly is employed by the 
office of War Information where she has been ~ :rking on a picture 
regarding the Kaiser Shipyards. 


Mr. OORE, Administrative Head, OWI, Taft Building, Hollywood, 
who has been cooperative with this office, was interviewed by Special | 
Agent H. BRUCE BAUMEISTER on November 20, 19) relative to whether . 
VERA CASPARY was employed by the OWI. As soon as CASPARY'S name was 
mentioned, MOCRE immediately recalled that approximately six months 
ago VERA CASPARY had requested. the OWI to obtain a pass for her to 
enter into war plants. MOORE mentioned that he had received word - 
from San Francisco that CASPARY was engaged in subversive activities 
and consequently turned down her application at that time. MOORE 

was certain that CASPARY had never been hired as an. employee of the 
OWI. He did recall that she had submitted a story for the News & 
Features Division of the OWI which works directly out of New York. 
MOORE explained that the personnel of the News & Features Division 

is so small that it has leaned heavily for help on the Screen Writers 
Guild. He gave an example of the functions of this division by 
mentioning that if the OWI wanted to issue propaganda, say in Sweden, 
the OWI would endeavor to obtain a story or picture from some 
prominent Swedish star now in the motion picture industry in Hollywood. 
Inasmuch as’ Hollywood writers have better contacts with these stars, 
the News & Features Division of the OWI has endeavored to obtain such - 
statements, pictures, etc.. through writers of the Screen Writers 
Guild, who already have connections and are in a better position: :to . 
make connections than someone from the OWI. MOORE recommended PAUL Pil 
KUNACZ, Hollywood head of the News & Features Division as a reliable ic 
person to furnish information relative to any aaa submitted by 
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“ . page story for the OWL News & Features roe approximately a 
2 year ago. This story was entirely vol Ss 
23 made. The story, however S never used. It was brought to Mr. 


S attention that thgfScreen Writers Guild bulletin for October 
1, 1944 on page 5 has an 4Xticle wherein it is mentioned that VERA 
, CASPARY completed a script on "War Workers" ype leaving for San 
.. | Francisco with an OWI crew headed by nasa YKE to shoot a film 
.)° at the Kaiser Shipyards. The bulletin also men ions tha 
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RE: VERA CASPARY - O3T 

INTERNAL SECURITY - HATCH ACT ; 

/ 

and several other named writers of thg}Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- 
tion are writing 1) scripts which are now in preparation. It was 
noted that the list contains several persons who are known to this 
office as Communists, Communist Party line followers, or Fellow 
Travelers. The article mentions that PHILLIPYDUNNE, production 
chief of OWI Overseas siotion Picture Bureau left Hollywood after 
two weeks of conferences with committees of the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization working on overseas films. when this fact was brought “ 
to Mr. MOORE'S attention he indicated considerable surprise inas- 
much as he, as administrative head, had been the person who had 
been able to keep CASPARY off the payroll. 


At no time did agent mention the reason for the inquiry and MOCRE 
himself did not say what subversive activity subject was supposedly 
engaged in that prevented her from obtaining a pass or being placed 
on the OWI payroll. 


Qn November 28, l9bls, W. oy CUNNINGHAM, Chief of the OWI Bureau, 

Taft Building, Hollywood, telephoned agent BAUMEISTER and mentioned 
that Mr. MOORE was very sick and had requested Jir. CUNNINGHAM to 
ascertain whether CASPARY w Wi. CUNNINGHAM ex= 

SPL ) Fiiar Workers" for the 

OWI and was paid by th@¥fotion Picture Burdau, New York City. ae 
CUNNINGHAM explained that this Bureau in turn obtained its money from 
the U.S. Government. CUNNINGHAM mentioned that CASPARY recently 
went up to the Kaiser Shipyards to obtain information for a documentary 
short which the OWI intended to use. The material for the story 
obtained by CASPARY was considered all right but as the story written 
by CASPARY pertaining to the information she obtained at the Kaiser 
Shipyards did not hold up as a documentary short, it was not going 

to be used. CUNNINGHAM carefully explained that the reason the 
story CASPARY submitted relative to the Kaiser Shipyards was not 

used was purely for technical reasons. He said her expenses were 


given her for her trip up to the Kaiser Shipyards 4 ever~ 
“was on the OWI payroll, for administrative reasons. However, eer 


WI record money given CASPARY as payment for CASPARY'S ery 
due to the fact that only employees of the OWI are enti 

pense money. However, this is purely administrative and CUNNINGHAM F 
explained that the OWI has authority to purchase stories such as ae 
that submitted by CASPARY. However, hie reiterated that GASPARY did 
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RE: VERA CASPARY - OWE 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~— HATCH ACT 


did not make any money on the story and that the only money paid 

her was for expenses only. CUNNINGHAM further mentioned that he 

checked with PHILLIP DUNNE who stated that CASPARY is not on the > 
payroll . : 


CUNNINGHAM wished to know if this Bureau desired that CASPARY not 
be used in the future by the OivI. It was explained to CUNNINGHAM 
that such a recommendation was not within the Bureau's province. 

No information was given to Mr. CUNNINGHAM relative to what activi- 
ties of CASPARY are being investigated, nor did Mr. CUNNINGHAM 
state why the inquiry was being made. 


Inasmuch as it may be possible that_an attempt is being made tc ee 
circumvent the Hatch list oy secolving pamient fee sigriad ran oo 
the New York Motion Picture Bureau_r. widirect, . 


it is “suggésted that an opinion be obtaine fAirom the Department va 
as to whether writers who. are paid by. oti cture 


Bureau for work subnitted to.the -OWl-are4in-fact,—Government ém- 
ployéés....-—- : 


No further investigation is being made pending further Bureau in- 
structions. 
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Director, FBI DATE: 12/9/ bu 
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SUBJECT: Oe OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACT 


Reference is made to a letter dated December 2, 1944 from the Los 


_ Angeles Field Division to the Director with copies to San Francisco, stating 


that investigation at Los Angeles had failed to disclose that VERA CASPARY 
is an employee of the OWI, and therefore no further investigation is being 


_ made pending further Bureau instructions. 


In view of this letter, the case in the San Francisco Field Division 
is being considered referred upon completion to office of origin. 
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John te Hoover, ilrector - Federal Bureau of Investigation 


. VERA CASPARY 
sp Office of War Inforuation 
| INTERNAL SECURITY ~ HATCH ACT 


a By letter dated October 19, 1944 Francisco offica ad- 
1 vised that information had been received = informant 
S¥-1350 to the effect thet the fied 
herseir 


as a visitor in the Bay area. (aapary wae fron. Kellywood sad 
stated she waa with the office of War Inforwation and wae working on 


\ material for a picture regarding the Suipyarde. The informant 
\ . advised that Caspery had contacted . liine and has indiented to 
» her that she is a friend of ry 


7 A review has been sade of the Bureau files and it is deternined 
\ thet Caspary ie a mesber of the League of imerican ‘riters and information 
. @cnosrning her appears in the following reports in that case, which are 
\ available to the Los Angeles Office: 


On pages 9, 15, 7$ and 76 in the report of Special Agent L. G. Prier, dated 
December 10, 1941 at Hew York, New Yark. 


The report ef Special Agent Janes 0. Findlay, dated July 17, 1942 at Los 
Janes 0. Findlay, dated September 9, 1943 at Los Angeles, California. 


Caspary 1s elec mentioned on page 59 of the report of Special igent Jazce 
{ G. Findlay, dated duly 16, 1943 at Los Angeles, Californias Picture ndusteye 


entitled, "*Commmist Infiltration of se Motion Paice 
is also berinan i Page hart, rk 
: Re Viears, Ss fees ra fornia, in the 
¥ matter entit tafe do Prdeadmhts 2, 
Los Angeles fi eA W-b6700 =! 
e ane x the Bedidd azent Janes 
iat Los sngeles pnp inl the iidtter 
[Refuges Commit: orican Counittee to 
b d-Spanish Aid co tees Intermal deenrity = 
Ane ohare rs 100—3514. i | 
In addition to the cet eee ee 
—Jrub mana aaa eres tase which was published by the 
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Angeles, Californias pag-r S$, 13 and 20 of the report of Special Agent . 


if you delighted in tales of cruelty, if you admired the effictang of 

these horrible sew tine bombs, if you rejoieed in hearing of the destruction 

hespitele and children's ere eee possibly find 
argusen 


ry 
ef 
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¢ vielent fashion, but I an 
and reatrain ayeelf whan I tiink that I am just a writer, 
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artiale dealg with the effect of the ctalin-Hitler Hon-Aggresesion Pact 
men in tne summer of 1999. In the article Lyons 

pointed out that a nuaber of individuels hac aigned « statement in 

support of the verdicts of the recent tioscow trials of the Trotskyite- 


Dukbarinite. Lygne stated that this inforeation appeared in the Tnily 
worker of Aurdi 76, 1938. He stated that of the 123 signere whose nanes 
appeared in th®Nselly dorker, 27 appeared a year leter on a list of 460 


signers whe on August 14, 1939 released « manifesto vehemently denying 
“the fantastic falsehood that the U.5.5.R. and the totalitarian atates 
are basically alike. iyons pointed out that this was seven days be fure 
the “ussien-Germen pact. among the individusle who had sicned both 
statements was Vera Casvary. 


On Warch 19, 1942 the Bureau reesived fron an unknown outside 
source & report concerning the state conference on civil rizhts held at 
San Fransisco, California, Auguat 27 aid 26, ly4i. This report steted 
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that the conferonce was sponsored by the Northera calif Civil 

Rights Council and the Southern California Branch of ational 
Fedevation for Constitutional Liberties. According to this sourcs, 

thew@ groupe were Cocmmist controlled. + list of the delegetes 

ineluded the name of Vera Caspary, who wes identified az a writer and 

a delegate froa tie Southern California Brangh. From the ‘lies of the 
National Republic uagasine, Saiter Steele aade available information 

to the offect that Vara Caspary defended the coscow purge trials according 
to an article appearing in the Hew vasess on sy 3, 1938. This information 
should be reported as coming from a confidential inforuant. 


In @ letter from your office to the Bureau dated August Zl, 1940, 
entitled “Geraan and Russian Literature and Propaganda,” inforwation appears 
on pege three to the effect that ise Vers Caspary, 1132 forth Vista avenue, 
Hollywood, Califernta, had recently received the ““oscow News", lasues of 
whieh bore the return sddress “Tf. Hokotov, vost office Box 5277, doncco, 


USS.” 


The San Prenciseo Office should make available to Los Angeles 
‘nformation identifying Hasel Collins and Viadiair Poeaner and any other 
“---yation whieh say have been sede available to the San Francisco 
# during “aspary's stay in that city. 


The Los Angeles C£fice is auticrised to conduct a preliainary 
gation under the Gatch Act classification in acaurdance with the 
tions appearing in Seetion 14 of the National Defense tanual. 
vestig:tion ahould be ccaducted discrestly and particular offort 

directed to obtaining information definitely showing Caspary'e 

with the Commonist Party. The report should be submitted to 
vefore interviewing the subject and she should .ot be inter- 
out price Bureau authorization. 


‘vanci sco 


